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The Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas has assured the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
that it would mnot evict any
exploration project affected people
in Arunachal Pradesh without paying
compensation to them. The Chakma
Development Foundation of India
(CDFI) had filed a complaint on
January 20 against the attempted
eviction of Chakma and Deori
communities from Mudukka Nallah
and Sompoill villages under Diyun
circle of Arunachal Pradesh’s
Changlang district, for an onshore
oil and gas exploration and drilling
project.

A green group has launched a game
of flashcards on the birds of India to
keep children away from screens to
the open for taking a flight to
nature. Timed ahead of Teacher’s
Day on September 5, the game titled
‘Pakshi Parichay’ (‘What’s that
Bird?’) entails a set of 40 flashcards
on as many species and is aimed at
making children get out of their
homes, observing birds and learning
more about them. The game has
been designed by Early Bird, an
avian specific initiative of the
Nature Conservation Foundation.

South Asian countries may see
fertilizer scarcity in the next crop
cycle as a result of the conflict
situation in Ukraine and Russia, said
Bram Govaerts, Director General of
International Maize and Wheat
Improvement Centre (CIMMYT) and
the Borlaug Institute for South Asia
(BISA). Dr. Govaerts, who is in Delhi
to address a twoday highlevel
conference of South Asian countries
on “Agriculture Research for
Development,” said the biggest
challenge was how to feed the world,
which arose because of the three
subchallenges climate change,
COVID19 and the confl lict between
Ukraine and Russia. The meet, which
began on Thursday, is specifically
discussing the foodgrain situation in
Sri Lanka and the impact of the
recent floods on Pakistan’s food
security.

New Delhi will host an official level
meeting of the Quad grouping with
the U.S., Japan and Australia next
week, the first such “senior officers
meeting” (SOM) to be held since the
recent escalation of tensions over
the Taiwan Strait. The Quad SOM
meeting, scheduled for September 5-
6, is one of a number of meetings
with India’s Indo-Pacific partners in
the week, seen as part of the

1.The Super Typhoon ‘Hinnamnor’ has been barreling across
the western Pacific Ocean and is presently hurtling back
towards the islands of Japan and South Korea, packing wind
speeds of upto 241 kmph. The Super Typhoon Hinnamnor’ is
the strongest tropical storm of 2022. It is the category 5
typhoon - the highest classification on the scale.

2.As it inches towards the Japanese islands, the typhoon is
expected to develop further. The storm is expected to move
towards parts of Southwestern Japan, Eastern China and South
Korea over the next few days. While the effects of the typhoon
aren’t expected to be felt as intensely in China and Taiwan,
heavy rains have been predicted across South Korea.

3.Reason for the typhoon intensifying - One of the factors
contributing to the Super Typhoon rapidly intensifying and
expanding is the fact that it has started absorbing other local
meteorological systems. Warm tropical waters and other pre-
existing meteorological disturbances have led to the system’s
escalation.

MEGADROUGHT

1.A megadrought in the US state of Texas has unveiled the
footprints of Acrocanthosaurus, an ancient dinosaur that lived
113 million years ago. Like the Tyrannosaurus Rex, the
Acrocanthosaurus was an apex predator, weighing
approximately 4 metric tons. However, the Acrocanthosaurus
lived in the early Cretaceous period, SO million years before its
T. Rex.

2.The Mega droughts are characterized by prolonged periods of
dryness that span more than two decades. Within that period,
there may be occasional better, wet, years, but the respite is
brief. The dryness soon returns and drought maintains its long-
term grip. Long before human industry, water availability ebbed
and flowed naturally. But, that variability has been intensified
by the climate crisis.

3.Facts - Soil moisture deficits doubled in the last 22 years
compared with levels in the 1900s. Human-caused warming
accounted for a 42% increase in severity. Worryingly, the
west is experiencing a point on an upward trajectory.
Researchers have found the evidence for the megadroughts in
the annual growth rings in the trunks of ancient trees. Rings
that are close together are a sign of stunted growth.

MARY ROY CASE

1.Educator and women’s rights activist Mary Roy, who was the
mother of Man Booker Prize-winning author Arundhati Roy, has
passed away. The “Mary Roy” case was the prolonged legal battle
that ensured equal property rights for women from Kerala’s
Syrian Christian families. In 1983, Mary Roy was denied equal
rights to her deceased father’s property. Therefore, Mary Roy
sued her brother under Article 32 of the Constitution.

2.Under the Travancore Succession Act 1917, women belonging
to the Syrian Christian community had no right to inherit
property. The petition filed before the Supreme Court by Mary
Roy said that the Travancore Succession Act 1917 violated
Article 14 and 15 of the Constitution by discriminating on the
basis of gender.

3.The key question before the Supreme Court was whether, in
territories that once a part of the erstwhile Travancore state,
matters of intestate succession to the property of Indian
Christians were governed by By the Travancore Christian
Succession Act 1917 (deals with the succession rights of Syrian
Christians in the Travancore and Cochin provinces), or By the
Indian Succession Act 1925.

4.Intestate is a person who has died without leaving a will. In its
1986 judgment, the Supreme Court upheld the supremacy of the
Indian Succession Act, 1925. It said that in case the deceased
parent has not left a will, the succession will be decided as per
the Indian Succession Act, 1925.

5.This will also apply to the Indian Christians in the erstwhile
Travancore state. The verdict put an end to the socially-
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government’s “balancing” moves sanctioned practice in Syrian Christian families to deny women
ahead of the Shanghai Cooperation their rightful share in inheritance.
Organisation (SCO) summit in

Uzbekistan in mid September.

Security concerns in the Indo-Pacific
region and the Indian Ocean had
long been ignored, but today this
area is a major defence priority of
the country, said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday as he
commissioned INS Vikrant, the
country’s first indigenous aircraft
carrier and the most complex
warship ever built. “Vikrant is a
unique reflection of India becoming
self reliant,” he said. The ship is
christened after India’s first aircraft
carrier Vikrant, which played a vital
role in the 1971 war. From 2013 to
2017, the Navy had fielded two
aircraft carriers the
erstwhile Viraat acquired from the
U.K. and the INS Vikramaditya from
Russia which is currently in service.

The Supreme Court on Friday gave
petitioner ‘We the Citizens’, an NGO,
the liberty to make a representation
before appropriate authorities,
namely the Centre, for a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) probe into
the reasons behind the alleged
targeted killings of Kashmiri Pandits
and Sikhs in Kashmir in 1990, which
led to their exodus from the Valley.

Moving away from the colonial past,
the Indian Navy on Friday adopted a
new ensign inspired by the seal
of Maratha king Chhatrapati Shivaji.
It was unveiled by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the commissioning
of aircraft carrier INS Vikrant here.
“The President of India has approved
the introduction of the new designs
of the naval ensign, as also the
distinguishing flags, masthead
pennants and car flags for the Indian
Navy,” the Navy said in a statement.

The trend of decrease in paddy
sowing has continued even as the
monsoon season in north India is in
its last legs. According to the data
released by the Union Agriculture
Ministry on Friday, the decrease in
the area of paddy cultivation is
22.90 lakh hectares, 5.62% less than
the area covered in 2021. As of now,
paddy has been cultivated in 383.99
lakh hectares of area and in the
corresponding period of last year, it
was 406.89 lakh hectares. “Thus,
22.90 lakh hectares less area has
been covered as compared to last
year,” the Centre said.

UN REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES BY CHINA

1.The UN Human Rights Council (HRC) has accused China of
serious human rights violations that may amount to “crimes
against humanity” in a report examining a crackdown on
Xinjiang’s Uighurs and other ethnic groups. The assessment
from the Geneva-based UN HRC largely corroborated earlier
reporting by researchers, advocacy groups and the news media.
For years, the Chinese government has said the Uighurs are
terrorists.

2.The assessment concluded that China has committed serious
human rights violations under its anti-terrorism and anti-
extremism policies. It has called for “urgent attention” from the
UN, the world community and China itself to address them.
3.Xinjiang-Xinjiang is an autonomous region of China,
occupying the northwestern corner of the country. It is a
vast region of deserts and mountains. It's home to many
ethnic minority groups, including the Turkic Uyghurs.

4.The ancient Silk Road trade route linking China and the
Middle East passed through Xinjiang, a legacy that can be seen
in the traditional open-air bazaars of its oasis cities, Hotan and
Kashgar. Xinjiang was on the front line of their Cold War rivalry
and remains important as an assertion of Chinese influence in
Moscow’s back yard.

IMPACT OF NOIDA TWIN TOWER DEMOLITION

1.The demolition of the Supertech twin towers in Noida is
expected to affect the local flora and fauna in more ways than
one. Many birds and mammals will leave the area for some time,
while long-term effects will require some time to be assessed.
Dust - The demolition has produced large amounts of dust.
Heavier dust particles will settle down soon but the light
particulate matter will probably remain in the air for weeks.
2.The settling of the dust particulate will depend on wind speed
and wind direction. Dust will also remain in the air because of
loading and unloading of trucks for clearing the debris. Impact
on Humans - The debris from the explosion can cause and
worsen pre-existing respiratory issues in people that might come
in contact with it. Impact on Flora - The post-demolition dust
has engulfed nearby trees and vegetation.

3.Water has been sprinkled on trees, vehicles and smog guns
were being operated to settle down the dust. This may have
localized benefits but seem inadequate to douse the dust and
other fine debris. When you have such fine particles that form in
the aftermath of the implosion, all leaves and the canopy will be
covered completely. Therefore, the rate of photosynthesis will
come down. Once that happens, the plants’ productivity will
reduce. If there was continuous rain, the dust would be washed
away and percolate into the soil and remain there for some time.
However, it will take a long time for the plants and trees to be
rejuvenated.

4.Birds and insects, especially pollinators will be affected. The
only way this situation can be changed is sprinkling water
continuously. Impact on Fauna - The area where the implosion
took place is home to several birds and some mammals such as
Jackals and nilgai antelope.

5.These would leave the area for some time and come back later.
Squirrels have respiratory systems similar to humans. Therefore,
the particulate matter floating for weeks will affect them as
well. Due to the noise pollution created by the implosion,
the birds living within cities may change the pitch and
quality of their vocalization. Vocalisation is used by birds for
breeding and protection.

TRANSBOUNDARY PROTECTED AREAS

1.India and Nepal agreed to biodiversity conservation- through
sharing of knowledge and best practices; restoration of corridors
and interlinking areas.

2.A transboundary protected area is an ecological protected area
that spans the boundaries of more than one country or sub-
national entity. E.g. India shares TPA with Nepal on
Kanchenjunga. Conservation Area (KCA) Terai Arc landscape.
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India and the UAE have reiterated Sacred Himalayan Landscape (Nepa, Sikkim, Bhutan).
their commitment to achieving the

ambitious goal of $100 billion of

bilateral trade in the next five years.

External Affairs Minister S.

Jaishankar cochaired a “very

productive” meeting between the

two nations and assessed the

“significant progress” made in

multiple domains of cooperation.
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