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NEWSPAPER HIGHLIGHT 

The Centre envisages a ₹19,000–
crore project to rejuvenate 13 major 
rivers by planting trees, officials in 
the Environment and the Jal Shakti 
Ministries said. These ‘forestry’ 
interventions are expected to 
increase the cumulative forest cover 
by 7,417.36 sq. km. in the vicinity 
of these 13 rivers and would prevent 
50.21 million tonnes of CO2–
equivalent in 10– year–old 
plantations and 74.76 million tonnes 
CO2– equivalent in 20–year–old 
plantations. They would help 
recharge groundwater, reduce 
sedimentation, generate ₹449.01 
crore from non-timber and other 
forest produce as well as provide 
employment of 344 million man–
days. The rivers are the Jhelum, 
Chenab, Ravi, Beas, Sutlej, Yamuna, 
Brahmaputra, Luni, Narmada, 
Godavari, Mahanadi, Krishna and 
Cauvery funded by the National 
Afforestation & Ecodevelopment 
Board, (MoEF&CC). 
 
The maternal mortality ratio (MMR) 
of India has declined by 10 points, 
says a special bulletin released by 
the Registrar-General of India. It has 
declined from 113 in 2016-18 to 103 
in 2017-19, an 8.8% decline.  The 
country has been witnessing a 
progressive reduction in the MMR 
from 130 in 2014-16, 122 in 2015-
17 and 113 in 2016-18 to 103 in 
2017-19, said the release issued on 
Monday. With this persistent 
decline, India is on the verge of 
achieving the National Health Policy 
(NHP) target of 100 per lakh live 
births by 2020 and certainly on the 
track to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) target of 70 
per lakh live births by 2030, the 
release noted. The number of States 
that have achieved the Sustainable 
Development Goal target has now 
risen from five to seven — Kerala 
(30), Maharashtra (38), Telangana 
(56), Tamil Nadu (58), Andhra 
Pradesh (58), Jharkhand (61), and 
Gujarat (70). 
 

The Parliamentary Committee on 
Home Affairs has said that the 
coming census exercise “should not 
merely be data oriented; rather it 
should portray the perspective of 
culture and society.” Members of the 
panel felt that since the current 
census has not commenced yet, an 
eff•ort should be made on the part 
of the Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) through the Registrar General 
of India (RGI) to obtain data on such 
parameters as well as was being 
collected or reflected in the census 

REVOKING RUSSIA`S MOST FAVOURED NATION STATUS 
1.The United States, the European Union, Britain, Canada and 
Japan are considering revoking Russia's "most favoured nation" 
(MFN) status over its invasion of Ukraine. MFN Status - MFN 
status is an economic position in which a country enjoys the 
best trade terms given by its trading partner. That means it 
receives the lowest tariffs, the fewest trade barriers, and the 
highest import quotas (or none at all).  
2.WTO’s MFN Status - The World Trade Organization’s 164 
members have the principle of non-discrimination known as 
most favoured nation (MFN) treatment. Under this 
principle, the WTO members commit to treating other 
members equally so they can all benefit from each other’s 
lowest tariffs, highest import quotas and fewest trade 
barriers for goods and services. The only exceptions are 
developing countries, regional trade areas, and customs unions. 
Developing countries receive preferential treatment without 
having to return it, so their economies can grow.  
3.For countries outside the WTO, such as Iran, North Korea, 
Syria or Russian ally Belarus, the WTO members can impose 
whatever trade measures they wish without flouting global 
trading rules. Removal of MFN status - There is no formal 
procedure for suspending MFN treatment and it is not clear 
whether members are obliged to inform the WTO if they do so. 
India suspended Pakistan’s MFN status in 2019 after a suicide 
attack by a Pakistan-based Islamist group killed 40 police.  
4.Pakistan never applied MFN status to India. Impact of losing 
MFN status - The loss of MFN status exposes a country to 
discriminatory import tariffs on its products. Revoking Russia’s 
MFN status sends a strong signal that the US and its Western 
allies do not consider Russia an economic partner in any way. 
But it does not in itself change conditions for trade. It does 
formally allow the Western allies to increase import tariffs or 
impose quotas on Russian goods, or even ban them, and to 
restrict services out of the country.  
5.They could also overlook Russian intellectual property rights. 
The MFN move comes on top of unprecedented sanctions, 
export controls and banking restrictions aimed at pressuring 
Russian President to end the largest conflict in Europe since 
World War-II. 

 

PAL-DADHVAV MASSACRE 
1.The Gujarat government marked 100 years of the Pal-
Dadhvav killings, calling it a massacre “bigger than the 
Jallianwala Bagh”. Pal-Dadhvav or Palchitaria massacre took 
place on March 7, 1922, in which the tribal revolutionaries fell 
to British bullets.  
2.This happened in the Pal-Chitariya and Dadhvaav villages 
of Sabarkantha district, then part of Idar state (of Gujarat). 
Eki movement - The day was Amalki Ekadashi, which falls 
just before Holi, a major festival for tribals. Villagers from 
Pal, Dadhvav, and Chitariya had gathered on the banks of river 
Heir as part of the ‘Eki movement’, led by one Motilal Tejawat.  
3.The movement was to protest against the land revenue tax 
(lagaan) imposed on the peasants by the British and feudal 
lords. Tejawat, who belonged to Koliyari village in the Mewad 
region of Rajasthan, had also mobilised Bhils from Kotda 
Chhavni, Sirohi, and Danta to participate. The impact of the 
protest was felt in many parts of Gujarat and Rajasthan, all of 
which were then princely states.  
4.Ending - Mewad Bhil Corps (MBC), a paramilitary force raised 
by the British that was on the lookout for Tejawat, heard of this 
gathering and reached the spot. Then they shot bullets and 
nearly 1,000 tribals (Bhils) fell. Tejawat was shot at twice, but 
was taken to safety by the villagers on a camel. He later 
“returned to the spot to christen it ‘Veerbhumi’. 
 

 
AFR FACILITY    

1.Kudankulam Village Panchayat adopts resolution against the 
construction of the ‘Away From Reactor’ (AFR) facility at the 
Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project (KKNPP) site for storing 
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reports in the pre Independence era. 
 

India’s retail inflation inched up to 
an eight month high of 6.07% in 
February from 6.01% in January, 
with rural India experiencing a 
sharper price rise at 6.38%. For 
urban consumers, the inflation rate, 
in fact, fell from 5.91% in January 
to 5.75% in February. Food prices 
saw an upward trajectory, with 
inflation measured by the Consumer 
Food Price Index rising to 5.85% in 
February from 5.43% in January. 
This trend was divergent for rural 
and urban India, with the latter 
seeing a slight moderation in food 
inflation, while rural food inflation 
shot up by 0.7 percentage points to 
5.87%. 
 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on 
Monday allowed microfinance 
institutions to fix interest rates on 
loans, with a caveat that the rates 
should not be usurious.  In revised 
guidelines that will take eff•ect on 
April 1, the RBI tweaked the 
defi•nition of a microfi•nance loan 
to indicate a collateralfree loan 
given to a household with annual 
income of up to ₹3 lakh.  Earlier, the 
upper limits were ₹1.2 lakh for rural 
borrowers and ₹2 lakh for urban 
borrowers. 
 

Diplomatic efforts to end the war in 
Ukraine were stepping up on 
Monday, with Ukrainian and Russian 
negotiators set to talk again after 
both sides cited progress, even as 
Russia continued its attack.   
 
India exported merchandise worth 
$34.57 billion in February, about 
25% higher than a year earlier, while 
imports grew 36% to $55.45 billion, 
as per fresh estimates released on 
Monday by the Commerce Ministry. 
 
India will take ‘appropriate’ steps to 
calm the rise in oil prices, triggered 
by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the 
junior oil Minister said on Monday, 
indicating the country could release 
more oil from national stocks if 
required. India imports about 85% of 
its oil needs. 
 

The government on Monday sought 
Parliament approval for net 
additional spending of more than 
₹1.07 lakh crore, including about 
₹15,000 crore towards fertilizer 
subsidy, in the third batch of 
supplementary demands for the 
current fiscal year. According to 
the  demands for grants tabled in the 
Lok Sabha, approval is being sought 
for gross additional expenditure. 
 
Russia has asked China for military 
and economic aid for its war in 
Ukraine, U.S. media reported on 

nuclear waste. All nuclear power stations in operation in India 
and other countries had facilities to store new as well as spent 
(used) fuel.  
2.The scheme for the storage of spent fuel in a nuclear power 
plant was two-fold One facility is located within the reactor 
building/service building, generally known as the spent fuel 
storage pool/bay, and The other facility is located away from the 
reactor, called the Away From Reactor (AFR) Facility, but within 
the plant’s premises.  
3.The spent fuel storage pool inside the reactor building has 
a limited capacity and is used for immediate storage of the 
spent fuel removed from the reactor during refuelling. The 
ATR facility will be used to permanently store the highly 
radioactive spent nuclear fuel waste. This highly radioactive 
waste was buried 15 metres below the ground level.  
4.This waste would seriously jeopardise the environment of this 
region. The people fear that the radioactivity would spread, 
spoiling the groundwater, the drinking water being supplied 
through pipes and the water being used for irrigation. 
 
WAR CRIMES  

1.Amid mounting calls to prosecute Russian president Vladimir 
Putin, the International Criminal Court (ICC) has launched an 
investigation into the alleged war crimes committed following 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. War crime - The ICC lays down 
clear definitions of what qualifies as genocide, war crime, crimes 
against humanity and the crime of aggression. These definitions 
are included in a treaty called the Rome Statute, which forms the 
foundation of the ICC. As per its guidelines, the following 
qualifies as war crimes, Targeting civilian populations, Violating 
the Geneva Conventions, and Targeting specific groups of people 
all.  
2.War crimes also include murder, mutilation, cruel 
treatment, taking hostages, rape and sexual slavery, the 
ICC’s guidelines state. International humanitarian law also 
prohibits the use of weapons that can cause indiscriminate 
suffering, such as anti-personnel landmines and chemical or 
biological weapons. The sick and wounded must be cared for - 
including injured soldiers, who have rights as prisoners of war. 
Today, the International Criminal Court (ICC) and the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) have roles upholding the 
rules of war.  
3.The ICJ rules on disputes between states, but cannot 
prosecute individuals. The ICC investigates and prosecutes 
individual war criminals who are not before the courts of 
individual states. Punishing Putin - The Hague-based ICC 
operates independently and can prosecute individuals for four 
primary offences - war crimes, crimes against humanity, 
genocide, and the crime of aggression.  
4.Nearly 123 countries in the world fall under the ICC’s 
jurisdiction and have signed the Rome Statute. But there are 
around 31 countries - including the US, Russia and Ukraine - 
have signed the treaty but have not ratified it. Russia pulled out 
of the court in 2016 after the ICC’s verdict on Russia’s 
occupation of Crimea in 2014. The court tries individuals and 
not countries.  
5.It generally tries top officials and leaders who hold the most 
responsibility. In the case of the war in Ukraine, investigators 
will look into both past and present allegations. This is likely to 
include the war crimes that Putin ordered during Russia’s 
annexation of Crimea from Ukraine. If there is enough evidence, 
ICC judges will issue arrest warrants to bring the accused to 
trial. It cannot conduct a trial in absentia.  
6.Since Russia is not a member of the court, it is unlikely 
that he will show up on his own. He would either have to be 
handed over by Russian forces or taken into custody outside 
Russia. Either a national government or the UN Security Council 
can refer cases to the ICC for investigation. Since Russia is a 
permanent member of the UNSC, it has veto power and can thus 
stall its actions. 
 
NUTRACEUTICALS  

1.Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) 
Kendras have added to its product basket, nutraceuticals like 
protein powder and bar, malt-based food supplements and 
immunity bar for its customers.  
2.The term “nutraceutical” combines two words “nutrient” (the 
nourishing food component), and “pharmaceutical,” (which is a 
medical drug). The name was coined in 1989 by Stephen 
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Sunday, hours after the White House 
warned Beijing would face severe 
“consequences” if it helps Moscow 
evade sanctions. 
 

Post Galwan incident, the 
Government of India sanctioned 32 
roads along the China border, of 
which work has started on eight 
roads, a report tabled in the Rajya 
Sabha on Monday said. 
 
The Union government  urged the 
Supreme Court to help lay down a 
law with a “long–lasting” implication 
for the country on the subject of 
foreigners’ right to approach local 
courts for relief after violating their 
visa conditions. 
 

 
   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

DeFelice. Nutraceuticals is a broad umbrella term that is used to 
describe any product derived from food sources with extra health 
benefits in addition to the basic nutritional value found in foods.  
3.Nutraceuticals are food or part of food that provides 
medical or health benefits including the prevention and/or 
treatment of a disease. A nutraceutical product may be 
defined as a substance, which has physiological benefit or 
provides protection against chronic disease. Nutraceuticals 
may be used to improve health, delay the aging process, prevent 
chronic diseases, increase life expectancy, or support the 
structure or function of the body.  
4.Recent studies have shown promising results for these 
compounds in various complications. Emphasis has been made 
to present herbal nutraceuticals effective on hard curative 
disorders related to oxidative stress including allergy, alzheimer, 
cardiovascular, cancer, diabetes, etc. 


