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NEWSPAPER HIGHLIGHT 

Karnataka has bagged the top rank 
in NITI Aayog’s India Innovation 
Index, 2022, which determines 
innovation capacities and 
ecosystems at the subnational level. 
The State has held this position, 
under the Major States category, in 
all three editions of the Index so 
far.  In the Index released on 
Thursday, Manipur secured the lead 
in the Northeast and Hill States 
category, while Chandigarh was the 
top performer in the Union 
Territories and City States category. 
Karnataka was followed by 
Telangana, Haryana, Maharashtra 
and Tamil Nadu. Chhattisgarh, 
Odisha, Bihar and Gujarat were at 
the bottom of the index. Pointing 
out that India’s average innovation 
score is insufficient, given the 
country’s ambitious targets to be 
named among the top 25 nations in 
the Global Innovation Index. 
 

Ukraine and Russia were due on 
Friday to sign an elusive deal 
designed to help relieve a global food 
crisis caused by blocked Black Sea 
grain exports. The first major 
agreement between the warring sides 
since Russia’s February invasion of 
its neighbour comes with global food 
prices soaring and people in some of 
the countries facing starvation. UN 
Secretary General Antonio Guterres 
was due to arrive in Turkey on 
Thursday for the signing ceremony 
at Istanbul’s lavish Dolmabahce 
Palace on the Bosphorus Strait. 
 
A 19th century painting of Raja 
Serfoji and his son Sivaji, which was 
stolen from Saraswathi Mahal, 
Thanjavur, a few years ago has been 
traced by the Idol Wing CID police to 
the Peabody Essex Museum, 
Massachusetts, in the U.S. 

 
26,518 number of appeals and 
complaints pending with the Central 
Information Commission as of July 
18, 2022, according to Union 
Minister of State for Personnel 
Jitendra Singh. The Minister 
informed that all the States had 
been requested to explore the 
feasibility of implementing online 
Right To Information applications. 
He also added that the National 
Informatics Centre has been 
requested to provide technical 
support to the State governments 
for the same. 
 
 $87 billion  remittance received by 
India in 2021, the top remittance 
recipient among low and middle 
income countries, and way ahead of 
countries like China and Mexico, 
according to a World Health 

INDIAN PHARMACOPOEIA COMMISSION   
1.Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission (IPC) is an Autonomous 
Institution of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. IPC set 
standards for identity, purity and strength of drugs required 
from health care perspective of human beings and animals.  
2.It publishes official documents for improving Quality of 
Medicines by way of adding new and updating existing 
monographs in the form of Indian Pharmacopoeia (IP). It further 
promotes rational use of generic medicines by publishing 
National Formulary of India. The IP Reference Substances are 
the official standards issued by the IPC. IPRS act as a finger, 
print for identification of an article under test and its purity as 
prescribed in IP. Biological Reference Substances are 
standardized against the International Standards and Reference 
Preparations established by the World Health Organization 
(WHO).  
3.Indian Pharmacopoeia-Indian Pharmacopoeia (IP) is 
published by the Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission (IPC) 
on behalf of the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. IP is 
published in fulfilment of the requirements of the Drugs 
and Cosmetics Act, 1940 and Rules 1945 there under. It is 
recognized as the official book of standards for the drugs being 
manufactured and/or marketed in India.  
4.The standards of the IP are authoritative in nature and are 
enforced by the regulatory authorities for ensuring the quality of 
drugs in India. During quality assurance and at the time of 
dispute in the court of law the IP standards are legally 
acceptable.  
5.IP 2022-IP 2022 contains a total of 92 new monographs. This 
has led to the total number of 3,152 monographs in the current 
edition of IP. In addition, 12 new general chapters have been 
introduced. Several monographs and general chapters have also 
been revised to update them as per current global requirements. 
The harmonisation of standards with global standards is 
expected to help IP getting recognised and accepted in foreign 
countries. 

 

 

MICRONESIA  
1.The Federated States of Micronesia is one of the latest places 
on Earth to experience an outbreak of Covid-19, after two and a 
half years of successfully protecting itself from the virus. 
Micronesia is a small island country in the western Pacific 
Ocean.  
2.It is located in the Micronesia sub-region of Oceania of the 
Pacific. It is composed of more than 600 islands and islets in 
the Caroline Islands archipelago. It is divided roughly along 
cultural and linguistic lines into the four island states of Yap, 
Chuuk, Pohnpei (where the capital Palikir is located), and 
Kosrae. 3.The Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) is an 
independent, sovereign nation made up of these four island 
states. Also known as the Carolines, it is a scattered archipelago 
of small islands that are divided between Micronesia and the 
Republic of Palau. 
 

 
TETRAPODS       

1.Residents of buildings on Marine Drive, the iconic 3-km 
promenade in south Mumbai, complained of “unusual 
vibrations”, during a recent high tide, that are the result of the 
relocating tetrapods as part of the Coastal Road Project.  
2.Tetrapods are four-legged concrete structures that are 
placed along coastlines to prevent coastline erosion and 
water damage. Also known as wave breakers, Tetrapods were 
first used in France in the late 1940s to protect the shore 
from the sea.  
3.These are large structures weighing between 2 and 10 tonnes. 
They are typically placed together to form an interlocking but 
porous barrier that dissipates the power of waves and currents.  
4.These are placed next to each other to act as flood barriers 
protecting the sea line from powerful waves that can cause 
destruction. Tetrapods, each weighing about 2 tonnes, were 
placed along Marine Drive in the late 1990s. 
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Organization report. The U.S. was 
the largest source country for 
remittances in 2020, followed by the 
United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia 
and Switzerland. Remittances 
increase or maintain consumer 
spending and soften the blow of 
economic hardship, during times of 
crisis such the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
24,134 number of people who were 
arrested under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) 
between 2016 and 2020, according 
to the government in Parliament. In 
a written reply to a question in the 
Rajya Sabha, Union Minister of State 
for Home Nityanand Rai said that 
386 people accused under the UAPA 
were acquitted by different courts. A 
total of 5,027 cases were registered 
under the UAPA from 2016 to 2020 
in various parts of the country.  
 
13 lakh vehicles recalled in 2021-22 
over safety issues. In a written reply 
to the Lok Sabha, Minister of Road 
Transport and Highways Nitin 
Gadkari said 8.64 lakh two wheelers 
and 4.67 passenger cars were 
recalled in 2021-22, a three year 
high. While more than 3.39 lakh 
vehicles (two wheelers and passenger 
cars) were recalled in 202021, the 
number of vehicles recalled in 2019-
20 stood at 2.14 lakh. Replying to a 
separate question, Mr. Gadkari said 
that a total 47,984 people died due 
to accidents on national highways in 
2020. 
 
Russia  restored critical gas supplies 
to Europe through Germany via the 
Nord Stream pipeline after 10 days 
of maintenance, but uncertainty 
lingered over whether the Kremlin 
would still trigger an energy crisis 
on the continent this winter. 
Germany, which is heavily 
dependent on Russian gas, had 
feared that Moscow would not 
reopen the pipeline after the 
scheduled work and accused Moscow 
of using energy as a “weapon”. 
 
The Supreme Court asked the 
Central government and States to 
clarify actions taken against hate 
speeches even as petitioners argued 
that the distinction between dissent 
and hate speech is getting 
deliberately “muddied”. A Bench led 
by Justice A.M. Khanwilkar asked 
petitioners to prepare a chart of 
instances of hate speech and provide 
it to States in a week. The States 
would in turn inform the steps taken 
by them in these cases. 
 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
cut its growth forecast for India to 
7.2% for 2022-23, from a 7.5% 
projection made in April, citing 

 
GOAL 2.0         

1.The second phase of the GOAL Programme (GOAL 2.0) was 
launched with an aim to digitally upskill tribal youth by 
promoting entrepreneurship and opening up opportunities for 
them using digital technology. Tribal population constitutes 
about 8.6% of the total population in India. GOAL (Going Online 
as Leaders) is a joint initiative of Ministry of Tribal Affairs and 
Meta (formerly Facebook).  
2.It aims at digital empowerment of tribal youth and women 
through concept of mentor and mentee. Goal 1.0 - The first 
phase of the GOAL programme was launched as a pilot 
project in May 2020. In Phase-I, the digital mentorship was 
provided online by attaching one mentor to 2 mentees. The 
mentees were provided with 40+ hours of training across 3 
course pillars: Communication & Life Skills; Enabling Digital 
Presence, and Leadership & Entrepreneurship.  
3.The programme is fully funded by Meta (Facebook India). The 
mentees were also given a smart phone and Internet Connectivity 
by Facebook. Goal 2.0 - Based on learnings from Phase-I, there 
is change in the design in Phase-II. Rather than inviting 
applications to become mentees under the scheme, Goal 2 
program will be open to all people from tribal communities.  
4.The program aims to upskill and digitally enable tribal youth 
via Facebook live sessions and Meta Business Coach, a digital 
learning tool. There will be special focus on more than 10 lakh 
members of 50000 Vandhan Self Help Groups. They will be 
digitally trained with regard to market demand, packaging, 
branding and marketing of their products.  
5.The GOAL 2.o will enable maximum participation and 
percolation of benefits of the training within the tribal youth by 
providing Chatbot, need-based online sessions from industry 
experts in different fields as per mentees’ requirements. The 
GOAL 2.o programme is fully funded by Meta (Facebook India). 
6.Implementation - Ministry of Tribal Affairs in coordination with 
Ministry of IT and Electronics, will be providing 6 digital classes 
in each of the 175 EMRS schools selected under the program. 
The project is being implemented by ERNET, which is an 
autonomous organization under MeiTY through STC funds 
available with MeITY and 10% funding is being done by NESTS. 
 
TRANSPLANTATION OF HUMAN ORGANS & TISSUES ACT, 
1994        

1.This Act provides for regulation of removal, storage and 
transplantation of human organs & tissues for therapeutic 
purposes and for prevention of commercial dealings in human 
organs & tissues. THOA Act (Now, THOTA Act) is now adopted by 
all States except Andhra and J&K, who have their own similar 
laws.  
2.The subject of artificial organs is not regulated under this 
Act. Under THOA, source of the organ may be: Near Relative 
donor (mother, father, son, daughter, brother, sister, spouse) 
Other than near relative donor: Such a donor can donate 
only out of affection and attachment or for any other special 
reason and that too with the approval of the authorisation 
committee.  
3.Deceased donor, especially after Brain stem death. Other type 
of deceased donor could be donor after cardiac death. THOTA 
Amendment Act, 2011 has included tissues along with the 
Organs. ‘Near relative’ definition has been expanded to include 
grandchildren, grandparents. About 0.5 million people in India 
die every year from causes that could have been prevented by 
organ transplants that were not available to them.India needs 
more organ donations as only 0.01% Indians have given consent 
to donate their organs after their death.  
4.National Organ Transplant Program-The Government of India 
has implemented National Organ Transplant Program (NOTP), To 
establish a network of organ and tissue transplant organizations 
at national, regional and state level link them with transplant & 
retrieval hospitals and tissue banks and To maintain a national 
registry of organ & tissue donors and recipients to provide an 
efficient system for procurement and distribution of organs & 
tissues from deceased donors.Under the program, support is 
provided to establish new or to upgrade existing organ & tissue 
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higher than anticipated inflation 
since April along with monetary 
policy tightening. 
 
 
S&P Global Ratings said non-
performing loans of banks are 
expected to decline to 55.5% of the 
total advances by March 2024. As 
per the RBI’s latest Financial 
Stability Report, the gross non-
performing assets (GNPA) declined to 
a six year low of 5.9% in March 
2022. “We project the banking 
sector’s weak loans will decline to 5-
5.5% of gross loans by March 31, 
2024,” the rating agency said in a 
report. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

   

 

 

 

   
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

transplant and retrieval facilities and to establish tissue banks.  
5.National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation-The 
National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation (NOTTO) 
functions under the National Organ Transplant Program of the 
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.The NOTTO facilitates 
procurement, allotment, and distribution of organs within India. 
It is an all-India apex body for coordination and networking for 
procurement and distribution of organs/tissues and 
transplantation. It has following two divisions: National Human 
Organ and Tissue Removal and Storage Network National 
Biomaterial Centre. 


