KSG:NEWSPAPER CRUX
5™ APRIL 2022

NEWSPAPER HIGHLIGHT DARLONG COMMUNITY

Vaccine maker Biological E has been
selected to receive mRNA
technology from the World Health
Organization technology transfer
hub. After examining a number of
proposals from India, the WHO’s
Advisory Committee on Vaccine
Product Development has selected
Biological E as a recipient, the
Hyderabad based firm said. The
WHO’s technology transfer hub has
the potential to expand
manufacturing capacity for other
products as well, including
treatments, and target other
priorities such as malaria, HIV and
cancer. The WHO and partners will
work with the Indian government
and Biological E to put in place
training and support for the
company to start producing mRNA
vaccines, it said.

Attorney General K.K. Venugopal
said there was no need to enact
specific laws to “enforce”
fundamental duties on citizens. Mr.

Venugopal, in his capacity as a
constitutional office, said the
Supreme Court cannot issue

mandamus to Parliament to make
such laws.

A full 99% of people on Earth
breathe air containing too many
pollutants, the World Health
Organization said on Monday,
blaming poor air quality for millions
of deaths each year. Fresh data from
the UN health agency showed that
every corner of the globe is dealing
with air pollution, although the
problem is much worse in poorer
countries. “Almost 100% of the
global population is still breathing
air that exceeds the standards
recommended by the World Health
Organization.

A consortium of scientists as part of
the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) said on
Monday that all coal fired power
plants, without the technology to
capture and store carbon (CCS), need
to be shuttered by 2050 if the world
aspired to limit global temperature
rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius. These
scientists were part of the Working
Group 3, or those with expertise to
analyse how best the impact of
greenhouse gas emissions could be
mitigated. According to the Central
Electricity Authority, India has
about 211 GW of operational coal-
fired power plants — roughly 10% of
global capacity. As per Global Energy
Monitor data, another 31 GW was
being constructed and about 24 GW
in various preconstruction phases.
None of the existing under

1.Darlong community was officially included in the list of
Scheduled Tribes after the Lok Sabha passed the Constitution
(Scheduled Tribes) Order (Amendment) Bill, 2022. Darlong is
one of the 19 tribal communities of Tripura. It is a small
community of around 11,000 people. Darlongs, despite being
Scheduled Tribes, were never given ST certificates. Since they
were considered a generic tribe under the Kuki community, they
were handed their tribal certificates as members of Kuki’
community.

2.Tribal musicologist and Rosem (tribal instrument) maestro
Thanga Darlong was conferred the prestigious Padma Shri
award a few years back for his contribution to culture. This
2022 Amendment Bill was put forth to include Darlongs as a
Kuki sub-tribe since people of same communities live in hilly
terrains as different sub-tribes and were excluded from the ST
list since long. About - Despite its small population, the
community has a high prevalence of education, cultural
activities, etc.

3.The members of the community are serving in different high
positions in the local administration. Traditionally, the Darlongs
adopt Jhum cultivation/ shifting cultivators. But the Darlongs
call it as ‘Loi’. Today, most of them have taken up agro-forestry
and horticultural plantation or orchard development as their
main livelihoods in addition to wet rice cultivation and seasonal
vegetables cultivation. T

4.raditionally, the Darlongs were under the hereditary village
chieftains (called lal) but are now replaced by a democratic body
called Village Council with an elected Village Chairman and
representatives. The Village Councils are in turn linked to an
apex council (known as Darlong Hnam Inzom or Darlong
Peoples’Apex Council).

5.Every Darlong must inculcate a compelling code of social
ethics, known as Tlawminngaina or Tlawmngaihna stand for the
common good of the community above self and to be charitable
& humane in all dispositions.

LOOK OUT NOTICE

1.Journalist Rana Ayyub was stopped in Mumbai based on a
look out circular (LOC), issued by the Enforcement Directorate
(ED), that restrains her from leaving the country. A Look out
notice (LOC) is issued to make sure that an individual who is
absconding or wanted by law enforcement agencies is not able
to leave the country.

2.It is mostly used at immigration checkpoints at
international airports and seaports by the immigration
branch. The police can approach a court asking for the
restriction of a person’s movement outside the country,
when a person is a suspect and the police apprehend that
the person may not join the investigation at a later stage.
3.The subject of an LOC can challenge the circular and get relief
from a court. Issuing an LOC - An LOC can be initiated by a
large number of authorised officers, including An officer not
below the rank of deputy secretary, An officer not below the
rank of joint secretary in the state government, A district
magistrate or superintendent of police, Designated officers of
various law enforcing and security agencies, A designated officer
of Interpol, An officer not below the rank of additional director
in the Serious Fraud Investigation Office, and the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs.

4.Since 2018, an officer not below the rank of
chairman/managing director/chief executive of any public
sector bank can make a request. An LOC can be
modified /deleted /withdrawn by the Bureau of Immigration only
on the specific request of the authorised originator on whose
request the LOC was issued. Does an LOC lead to arrest? -Not
necessarily. LOC is of many types.

5.They can seek to merely stop a person against whom the
circular has been issued from travelling outside the country, to
prevent a person from entering the country, or inform the
concerned investigation agencies. The proforma of the LOC also
contains a request to detain the individual at the local
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construction coalfired power plants
in India have CCS facilities.

Pakistan’s Supreme Court adjourned
the hearing by a day but promised to
give a “reasonable order” in the high
profile case of dismissal of the no
confidence motion against the Imran
Khan government in the National
Assembly and the subsequent
dissolution of parliament.

The Lok Sabha on Monday passed
the Criminal Procedure
(Identification) Bill, 2022, by voice
vote. It seeks to repeal the
Identification of Prisoners Act, 1920,
and allows the collection, storage
and analysis of physical and
biological samples, including retina
and iris scan of the convicted,
arrested and detained persons.

Mortgage lender HDFC Ltd. and
India’s largest private sector bank
HDFC Bank Ltd. on Monday
announced that their respective
boards had approved an all stock
amalgamation that would see the
latter’s parent merge itself with the
bank to create a financial behemoth
with combined assets of about
%27.24 lakh crore. Shareholders of
HDFC would receive 42 shares of
HDFC Bank for 25 shares held in the
mortgage lender. The proposed
merger is subject to approvals from
regulators including the RBI and
would take about 12 to 18 months to
complete, top executives of both
entities said.

A Mumbai born singer went to the
U.S. and made her career in music,
while the other, born in the U.S.,
moved back to India, the country of
his parents’ birth. The ‘crossover’
stars Falguni Shah and Ricky Kej
have now won their respective
Grammy Awards.

U.S. President Joe Biden on Monday
called for a war crimes trial over the
alleged atrocities against civilians in
Bucha, Ukraine, and said he wants
more sanctions imposed on Russia.

Emboldened by a fourth consecutive
landslide election victory, Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban is
expected to dig in against energy
sanctions on Russia and toughen his
stance in talks with Brussels to
unlock frozen EU funds.

Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Monday told
Parliament that the government has
decided to ask the Indian Banks’
Association (IBA) to assess the
impact of the conflict in Ukraine on
outstanding education loans of the
students who were forced to return
from that country.

police/investigation agency, which generally leads to arrest.

UNEP REPORT ON NOISE POLLUTION

1.The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has released the
Frontiers report on the environmental challenges posed by noise,
wildfires and the disruption of biological rhythms of plants,
animals and ecological cycles. This is the fourth edition of the
Frontiers Report, which was first published in 2016 with an alert
to the growing risk of zoonotic diseases, four years before the
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic.

2.The first chapter of this report compiles studies about noise
levels in several cities around the world. It illustrates a subset of
61 cities and the range of decibel (dB) levels that have been
measured. At a maximum value of 119 dB, Dhaka
(Bangladesh) is the first-most-noisiest city in the list. Delhi,
Jaipur, Kolkata, Asansol and Moradabad are the five Indian
cities mentioned in this list.

3.Moradabad in Uttar Pradesh was shown as having a dB range
from 29 to 114. It was the second-most-noisiest city in the list.
Factors - Road traffic, industry and high population density.
Impacts - Unwanted, prolonged, high-level sounds from road
traffic, railways, or leisure activities impair human health and
well-being. This includes chronic annoyance and sleep
disturbance, resulting in severe heart diseases and metabolic
disorders, and poorer mental health.

4.Traffic noise exposure is a risk factor for the development of
cardiovascular and metabolic disorders such as elevated blood
pressure, arterial hypertension, coronary heart disease and
diabetes. The elderly, pregnant women and shift workers are
among those at risk of noise-induced sleep disturbance.
Particularly affected are the very young, the elderly and
marginalized communities near high traffic roads, and industrial
areas and far from green spaces.

5.The 2018 guidelines of the World Health Organization (WHO)
established a health-protective recommendation for road traffic
noise levels of 53 dB.

6.India on Noise Pollution-In India, the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) is mandated to track noise levels, set standards as
well as ensure, via their State units, that sources of excessive
noise are controlled.The CPCB has a manual monitoring system
where sensors are installed in major cities and few cities have the
facility to track noise levels in real time. It also measures noise
levels before and after Diwali in major cities, to publicise the
impact of firecrackers.

INDAUS ECTA

1l.India and Australia signed the India-Australia Economic
Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA). India-Australia ECTA
encompasses cooperation across the entire gamut of bilateral
economic and commercial relations between the two countries. It
covers areas like Trade in Goods and Services, Rules of Origin,
Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), Sanitary and Phytosanitary
(SPS) measures, Dispute Settlement, Movement of Natural
Persons, Customs Procedures, Telecom, Pharmaceutical
products, and Cooperation in other Areas.

2.Benefits - ECTA provides for an institutional mechanism to
encourage and improve trade between the two countries. It
covers almost all the tariff lines dealt in by India and
Australia. India will benefit from preferential market access
provided by Australia on 100% of its tariff lines. On the other
hand, India will be offering preferential access to Australia on
over 70% of its tariff lines, including lines of export interest to
Australia which are primarily raw materials and intermediaries.
3.As regards trade in services, Australia has offered wide ranging
commitments in around 135 sub sectors and Most Favoured
Nation (MFN) in 120 sub sectors. On the other hand, India has
offered market access to Australia in around 103 sub-sectors
and Most Favoured Nation in 31 sub-sectors from the 11 broad
service sectors. Both sides have also agreed to a separate Annex
on Pharmaceutical products under this agreement, which will
enable fast track approval for patented, generic and biosimilar
medicines. Economic Relationship Australia is the 17th largest
trading partner of India and India is Australia’s 9th largest
trading partner. 4.India-Australia bilateral trade for both
merchandise and services is valued at US$ 27.5 billion in
2021. India’s merchandise exports to Australia grew 135%
between 2019 and 2021. India’s exports consist primarily of a
broad-based basket largely of finished products and were US$
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The Supreme Court will hear a
petition on gender discrimination in
Hindu  succession law amidst
clamour for a Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) to secure gender justice and
dignity for women. A three judge
Bench led by  Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud will on Tuesday hear
the petition which “unveils deeply
rooted patriarchal ideology” in the
provisions of the Hindu Succession
Act of 1956.

6.9 billion in 2021.

5.India’s merchandise imports from Australia were US$ 15.1
billion in 2021, consisting largely of raw materials, minerals and
intermediate goods. India and Australia are partners in the
trilateral Supply Chain Resilience Initiative (SCRI) arrangement
along with Japan which seeks to enhance the resilience of supply
chains in the Indo-Pacific Region. Further, India and Australia
are also members of the recently formed Quad, also comprising
US, and Japan, to further enhance cooperation and develop
partnership across several issues of common concerns.
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