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NEWSPAPER HIGHLIGHT BERNARDINELLI-BERNSTEIN COMET

The government will celebrate the
400th birth anniversary of Guru
Tegh Bahadur with a two day event
at the Red Fort starting Wednesday
and the release of a commemorative
postage stamp and coin, Union
Culture Minister G. Kishan Reddy
said on Monday. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi would address the
gathering and the nation from the
Red Fort on Thursday, Mr. Reddy
said at a press conference. A “shabad
kirtan” would be held on Wednesday
and an exhibition on the “life and
sacrifice” of Guru Tegh Bahadur
would be inaugurated by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah, a
statement said.

Several States are spending high
amounts on populist schemes such
as farm loan waivers, and with the
GST compensation from the Centre
ending in June, they need to re-
prioritise expenditure in accordance
with the revenue receipts, according
to a report by State Bank of India. In
some instances, the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) revenue from the
Centre forms more than a fifth of a
State’s tax revenue, while they
themselves had been spending on
“economically unsustainable”
freebies.

Inflation in India’s wholesale prices
hit a four month high of 14.55% in
March, from 13.11% in February,
driven by accelerating price rise
across all categories of goods, with
fuel and power as well as primary
articles driving most of the gains.
This is the 12th month in a row that
wholesale inflation has exceeded
10%. Fuel and power inflation
surged to a three month high of
34.5% in March, from 31.5% in
February, while inflation in primary
articles accelerated to 15.54% from
13.39%.

2 lakh employees of foreign
companies in Moscow to lose their
jobs due to sanctions over Russia’s
military campaign in Ukraine,
according to Moscow Mayor Sergei
Sobyanin. He said authorities had
last week approved a $41million
programme to support employment
in the Russian capital. The
programme is aimed at supporting
employees of foreign companies that
have temporarily suspended their

operations or decided to leave
Russia. Hundreds of western
companies had announced their

departure after the invasion of

Ukraine on February 24.

40 Chinese people booked by the

1.NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope has confirmed that the huge
Bernardinelli-Bernstein comet (C/2014 UN271) with an
estimated diameter of almost 129 km is indeed the largest icy
comet nucleus ever seen by astronomers. The Bernardinelli-
Berstein comet was discovered by chance in 2010.

2.This comet was discovered by astronomers Pedro
Bernardinelli and Gary Bernstein in archival images from the
Dark Energy Survey at an astronomical observatory in Chile. It
has been travelling towards the sun for over a million years and
it is believed to have originated in the Oort Cloud. It follows a 3-
million-year-long elliptical orbit. It has an estimated
temperature of minus 348 degrees Fahrenheit.

3.Despite the chilly temperature, it is warm enough to shed
carbon monoxide from its surface to produce the dusty coma
around its center. [Coma is a cloud of dust and gas surrounding
the nucleus of a comet.] The comet’s nucleus is around 50 times
larger than that of most known comets, and its mass is
estimated to be around 500 trillion tonnes.

4 .Measuring the size - The comet is too far away to be
accurately measured by the telescope. So, a computer model of
the surrounding coma was made and adjusted it to fit the
images taken by the Hubble Space Telescope. The glow of the
coma was then subtracted to reveal the nucleus.

5.00rt Cloud-Oort Cloud is a distant region of the solar
system that is predicted to be the source of most comets.
The Oort Cloud is still only a theoretical concept as the
comets that constitute it are too faint and distant to be
directly observed. It was first hypothesised by Dutch
astronomer Jan Oort in 1950.

POISON PILL

1.Twitter has thrown a roadblock in front of Elon Musk’s hostile
takeover bid by adopting a “poison pill” of “limited-duration
shareholder rights plan”. A poison pill is officially known as a
shareholder rights plan, and it can appear in a company’s
charter or bylaws or exist as a contract among shareholders.
2.It is a maneuver that makes a company less palatable to a
potential acquirer by making it more expensive and
complicated for the acquirer to buy shares of the target
company above a certain threshold. The whole point of it is to
make the offer from the board more attractive than the acquirer.
The strategy also gives a company more time to evaluate an
offer and can give the board leverage in trying to force a direct
negotiation with the potential acquirer.

3.Trigger - There are different types of poison pills, but usually,
they allow certain shareholders to buy additional stock at a
discounted price. The only shareholder blocked from making
these discounted purchases is the one who triggers the poison
pill. It is triggered when a person, usually the acquirer, hits a
threshold for how many shares they own. If they hit that
threshold, the value of their shares is suddenly diluted as other
shareholders make discounted purchases.

4.Investors rarely try to break through a poison pill threshold,
though there are exceptions. Limits - A company could be
limited by the ceiling in its charter on how many shares it is
allowed to issue. But even if it has hit that ceiling, a company
has other options to make the purchase unattractive. Poison
pills could also be evaded if the acquirer or the shareholders
sue the company for violating its fiduciary duties.

PARBOILED RICE

1.The Centre will stop the purchase of excess quantity of
parboiled rice, of which Telangana is a major producer.
Parboiling of rice is not a new practice, and has been followed in
India since ancient times. It refers to partially boiling the rice at
the paddy stage, before milling. However, there is no specific
definition of parboiled rice of the Food Corporation of India or the
Food Ministry.

2.Processes - All processes for parboiling rice generally
involve three stages - soaking, steaming and drying. After
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economic offences wing (EOW) of the
Mumbai Police for allegedly violating
laws regarding the registration of
new companies and for fraudulently
becoming directors of Indian
companies, a police official said on
Monday. The EOW registered a total
of 34 FIRs against 150 people, out of
which 60 were foreigners. The FIRs
were registered between April 1 to
15. The rest of the accused
foreigners are from Singapore, U.K.,
Taiwan, U.S., Cyprus, UAE, and
South Korea.

The Ministry of Civil Aviation has
proposed a new law that will help
international aircraft leasing
companies to repossess and transfer
planes out of India in case of a
financial dispute with an Indian
airline at a time many regional
airlines have been refused planes on
rent. The Ministry has sought
stakeholders’ comments on the draft
Protection and Enforcement of
Interests in Aircraft Objects Bill,
2022. The Bill will implement the
provisions of the Convention on
International Interests in Mobile
Equipment and Protocol on Matters
Specific to Aircraft Equipment which
was adopted at a conference in Cape
Town in 2001. India acceded to the
two instruments in 2008. These
provide default remedies for the
creditor and create a legal regime for
disputes.

Turkey has launched a new ground
and air cross border offensive
against Kurdish militants in
northern Iraq, that has left at least
19 suspected Kurdish rebels dead.

The U.S. special envoy for North
Korea said on Monday that
Washington and Seoul agreed on the
need for a strong response to North
Korea’s recent spate of missile tests,
though they remain open to dialogue
with the country.

Sri Lankan President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa on Monday appointed a
new Cabinet, even as seaside
protests demanding his resignation
continue for over 10 days.

A tribal council in Meghalaya has
joined the list of individuals and
organisations in opposing the State
government’s deal with Assam to
resolve a 50yearold boundary
dispute. The Assam and Meghalaya
governments had on March 29
finalised the pact to divide 36.79 sq.
km of disputed areas. The two
governments had taken up six of 12
disputed sectors in the first phase of
discussions.

Iran said an agreement with world
powers to revive the 2015 nuclear
deal was still not in sight, blaming
the United States for the delay.

passing through these stages, the paddy goes for milling. The
more common method is to soak the paddy in hot water for 8
hours. Then the paddy is boiled and sun-dried. There are also
methods were the paddy is soaked in hot water for 3 hours,
steamed for 20 minutes and then dried in the shade.

3.The Paddy Processing Research Centre (PPRC), Thanjavur
follows a method known as the chromate soaking process. It
uses chromate, a family of salt in which the anion contains both
chromium and oxygen, which removes the odour from the wet
rice.

4.Rice variety used - Generally, all varieties can be processed
into parboiled rice, but it is ideal to use long slender varieties to
prevent breakage during milling. However, aromatic varieties
should not be parboiled as the process can make it can lose its
aroma. Benefits - Parboiling makes rice tougher.

5.This reduces the chances of the rice kernel breaking during
milling. Parboiling also increases the nutrient value of the rice.
Parboiled rice has a higher resistance to insects and fungi.
6.Disadvantages - The rice becomes darker and may smell
unpleasant due to prolonged soaking. Besides, setting up a
parboiling rice milling unit requires a higher investment than a
raw rice milling unit.

COASTAL ECONOMIC ZONES

1.Under the National Perspective Plan of the Sagarmala
Programme, 14 Coastal Economic Zones (CEZ) were envisaged
including 3 in the state of Tamil Nadu. Ministry of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways is exploring the possibility of developing
a CEZ, on a pilot basis for enabling Port Led Industrialization
and incentivize employment generation, with land available with
the Major Ports.

2.Coastal Economic Zone (CEZ) refers to designated coastal
areas with special economic regulations such as tax incentives
and lower tariffs to make it friendly for foreign direct investment.
It is similar to Special Economic Zone (SEZ) but focuses on
coastal development projects such as Development of port-
proximate industrial clusters, Promoting port-led development,
Reduction of logistics cost and time for movement of goods.

3.1t consists of a group of coastal districts or districts with strong
linkage to ports in the region to utilize the synergies with
planned industrial corridor projects. CEZ will be developed as
part of the plan for developing 14 such industrial clusters to
promote manufacturing and generate jobs.

4.Port-led industrialization through the CEZ under Sagarmala
Programme are expected to provide impetus to the “Make in
India” initiative of the Government of India.

STATE SPONSOR OF TERRORISM

1.Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has asked the US
President Joe Biden to designate Russia as a “state sponsor of
terrorism”, which would activate the harshest suite of US
sanctions against the Russian government. The US Secretary of
State (minister in charge of foreign relations) has the power to
designate countries that have repeatedly provided support for
acts of international terrorism as “State Sponsors of Terrorism”.
2.Statutes - There are currently 3 statutes that authorize the US
Secretary of State to designate a foreign government for
repeatedly providing support for acts of international
terrorism:Of these three statutes, only the AECA identifies
objectionable activities as part of the definition.

3.Sanctions - The US can place four categories of sanctions
on countries that are on this list: Restrictions on US foreign
assistance; A ban on defence exports and sales; Certain
controls over exports of dual use items; and Miscellaneous
financial and other restrictions. Sanctions can also be placed
on countries and persons that engage in certain trade with
designated countries. Among other restrictions, a country’s
designation as a State Sponsor of Terrorism will make its citizens
ineligible for some immigration benefits like automatic
revalidation of visas after travel solely to contiguous territory.
4.Countries on the list - As of now, there are four countries on
the list of state sponsors of terrorism. They are Syria (1979), Iran
(1984), North Korea (2017) and Cuba (2021).

5.Countries can be put and taken off the list from time to time. A
country can be de-listed if it is deemed by the US to have
reformed its behavior & returned to complying with the
requirements of international law and conduct, or if it has
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"More than one issue is still pending undergone a change of leadership.
between Iran and the United States,"

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman

said.
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