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NEWSPAPER HIGHLIGHT 

1.8 lakh kilometres (km), the length 
of national highways to be built by 
2025, while 1.2 lakh km of rail lines 
are to be built by this period, Bank 
of America Securities India said in a 
report. Between 1950 and 2015, 
India built only 4,000 km of National 
Highways, taking the total length to 
77,000 km in 2015. India had only 
10,000 kilometres of rail lines in 
1950, which rose to 63,000 km in 
2015. The country has been rapidly 
augmenting transportation and basic 
infrastructure capacity across 
sectors such as highways and 
railways since 2015. 
 

The government has exempted 
Boeing 787 aircraft in India from 
complying with the indigenously 
developed GAGAN navigation system 
until December 2025 as the aircraft 
manufacturer has said that it 
involves a major design change. 
GAGAN (GPS Aided GEO Augmented 
Navigation) helps aircraft with 
guided landing at airports that do 
not have an instrument landing 
system. 
 

₹2  lakh crore, the amount 
committed by the nation’s largest oil 
firm, Indian Oil Corporation on 
Thursday to achieve a net zero 
carbon emission target by 2046, 
chairman S.M. Vaidya said. The 
firm’s oil refining and 
petrochemicals business has a total 
emission of 21.5 million tonnes of 
carbon dioxide, he said. The firm 
plans to decarbonise refining 
through energy efficiency, 
electrification and fuel replacement, 
he said. The target is to achieve a 
net zero carbon emission when the 
country celebrates its 99th year of 
independence, he added. 
 
6700 of corruption cases probed by 
the CBI with pending trials in 
different courts, 275 of which have 
pending trials for over 20 years, 
according to the latest annual report 
of the Central Vigilance Commission 
(CVC). A total of 1,939 cases were 
pending trials for over 10 years and 
up to 20 years, 2,273 for more than 
five years and up to 10 years, 811 
for more than three years and up to 
five years and 1,399 cases for less 
than three years, as on December 
31, 2021, it said.  
 

A three judge Bench of the Supreme 
Court on Thursday said the court-
appointed Pegasus technical 
committee has reported that of the 
29 phones examined, five were found 

PEN-PLUS STRATEGY      
1.The African health ministers had adopted the PEN-PLUS 
strategy against non-communicable diseases. Situation - 
Globally, non-communicable diseases (NCDs) are the main 
cause of morbidity and mortality. Severe NCDs are those 
chronic conditions that lead to high levels of disability and 
death among children and adolescents if left undiagnosed or 
untreated.  
2.According to the WHO, they account for 71% of global 
mortality. In the African Region, the mortality due to NCDs 
ranges from 27-88 %. It has increased over the years from 24% 
in 2000 to 37% in 2019. NCDs includes heart diseases, cancers, 
diabetes, asthma among others.  
3.The most prevalent severe NCDs in Africa includes sickle-cell 
disease, type-1 and type-2 diabetes, Rheumatic heart disease, 
severe hypertension, and moderate to severe and persistent 
asthma. PEN-PLUS Strategy - In Africa, the NCDs are mostly 
treated in the major cities.  
4.This exacerbates health inequities, as it puts care out of reach 
for most rural, peri-urban and low-income patients. To 
overcome this Africa has adopted a new strategy called PEN-
PLUS. The PEN-PLUS strategy is a Regional Strategy to address 
Severe NCDs at the First-Level Referral Health Facilities by 
increasing the access to the essential medicines, technologies, 
diagnostics and treatment. This will bridge the access gap in 
treatment, as NCDs account for most of the out-of-pocket 
spending of Patients in Africa.  
5.The strategy urges countries to put in place standardised 
programmes to tackle chronic and serious NCDs by ensuring 
accessibility in district hospitals. The PEN-PLUS strategy has 
been successfully implemented and scaled up in Liberia, Malawi 
and Rwanda. 

 

 

SUPREME COURT ON BENAMI LAW 
1.The Supreme Court (SC) of India had made a ruling about the 
Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Amendment Act, which came 
into effect in 2016. The Supreme Court declared 
“unconstitutional” the Section 3(2) of the unamended 1988 Act 
dealing with a 3-year jail term and a penalty.  
2.It is quashed on grounds of being “manifestly arbitrary”. 
The court set aside all action taken before the 
implementation of the amended Benami Act, 2016. It ruled 
that the amended Benami Act applied only prospectively, and 
not retroactively. Basically, all the actions taken between 
September 1988 and October 2016 under the Benami law had 
been quashed.  
3.The SC held that “any attempt by the legislature to impose 
such restrictions retroactively would no doubt be susceptible to 
prohibitions under Article 20(1) of the Constitution”. In 2019, 
the Calcutta HC had ruled against retrospective nature of the 
Benami Act. 
 

 
POYANG LAKE             

1.Normally surrounded by water in August, an island in China's 
Poyang Lake is now fully visible, testifying to the dramatic impact 
of a long drought and heatwave on a vital part of the country's 
irrigation infrastructure.  
2.Poyang Lake or Poyang Hu is China's biggest freshwater 
lake. It is a shallow lake. It is known as the "kidney" because 
of the role it plays in regulating the flow of the Yangtze 
River in central Jiangxi province. Poyang Lake is a key flood 
outlet for the Yangtze River, which overflows during summer and 
can cause extensive damage to crops and property.  
3.In winter, the lake’s water flows back out into the river. It is a 
national nature reserve, which is a rest stop for over 300 species 
of migratory birds, including the critically endangered Siberian 
crane. It is home to the endangered Yangtze River or finless 
porpoise.  
4.Poyang's hydrological functions have been eroded over the 
years by sand mining and the construction of the Three Gorges 
and other large-scale dams upstream. The island that is now 
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infected with “some malware” but 
that did not mean it was the 
spyware.  “Twentynine phones were 
given to the committee. There is 
evidence found of some malware in 
five out of the 29 phones, but it does 
not mean the malware of Pegasus,” 
Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana, 
who led the Bench, remarked orally. 
The court had set up the committee 
following allegations of the use of 
Israeli spyware Pegasus by the 
government agencies for targeted 
surveillance of politicians, 
journalists and activists. 
 
China’s military, which in 2020 
carried out multiple transgressions 
across the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC) which India has said violated 
past border agreements and 
triggered the worst crisis in decades, 
has now cited those same pacts to 
object to upcoming India-U.S. 
exercises, a charge India denied. 
 

A Supreme Court committee which 
inquired into the security lapse after 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
convoy was stuck on a flyover in 
Punjab on January 5, blamed a 
senior State police officer for failing 
to discharge his duty to maintain 
law and order despite the availability 
of sufficient personnel, the Supreme 
Court said. 
 

The Central government has decided 
to restrict the export of wheat flour 
in order to curb the rising prices of 
the commodity and ensure food 
security of the most vulnerable 
sections of society. The decision was 
taken by the Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs (CCEA) chaired by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi  on 
Thursday. The government will 
accordingly amend the policy of 
exemption for the commodity from 
export restrictions or ban. The 
Directorate General of Foreign Trade 
(DGFT) will issue a notification to 
this effect, a government release 
said. 
 

The Supreme Court on Thursday 
prima facie agreed to reconsider two 
aspects of the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA) upheld by its 
judgment on July 27, which deprives 
an accused a copy of the 
Enforcement Case Information 
Report (ECIR) and transfers the 
burden of proof of innocence onto 
shoulders of the accused instead of 
the prosecution. 
 
Commissioning of the country’s first 
indigenously built aircraft carrier 
Vikrant will enhance peace, security 

fully visible is known as Luoxing Pier. 
 
SC ON POLL PROMISES  

1.The Supreme Court will constitute a 3-judge Bench to re-
consider a 2013 judgment on poll promises. The 2013 Verdict - 
The S. Subramaniam Balaji vs Government of Tamil Nadu (2013) 
is based on DMK’s pre-election promise made to distribute colour 
TVs to poor households in Tamil Nadu.  
2.In the 2013 judgment, the Supreme Court held that pre-poll 
promises made by a political party cannot constitute a corrupt 
practice under the Representation of the People Act (RPA). The 
judgment had also said it was for the government concerned to 
take into account its financial resources and the needs of the 
people.  
3.The court said only an individual candidate, not his party, can 
commit a ‘corrupt practice’ under the RP Act by promising free 
gifts. It had also directed the Election Commission to consult 
with recognised political parties and frame guidelines for the 
general conduct of candidates, etc. Reconsideration - The Chief 
Justice N. V. Ramana’s Bench was told that there cannot be a 
dichotomy between a political party and its candidate.It was 
noted that what the candidate promises is what his party wants 
him to promise. The party cannot escape liability.  
4.Section 123 of Representation of the People Act-Section 
123 defines as “corrupt practice” appeals made by a 
candidate or his agents to vote or refrain from voting for any 
person on the ground of “his” religion, race, caste, 
community or language.  
5.The provision says that it is ‘bribery’ and thus deemed a 
corrupt practice if any gift, offer or promise of gratification is 
made to voters directly or indirectly by a candidate or his agent 
or anyone acting on their consent. The provisions of the Act 
prohibit an individual candidate from resorting to promises. The 
provisions of the Act place no fetter on the power of the political 
parties to make promises in the election manifesto. 
 
NEW MODEL FOR TOLL COLLECTION ON HIGHWAYS   

1.The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways is moving ahead 
with a plan to replace toll plazas with cameras that could read 
number plates, also known as Automatic Number Plate Reader 
(ANPR) cameras. Congestion at toll plazas on National Highways 
continues to impact commuters despite 97% of tolling happening 
through FASTags.  
2.Remaining 3% pay higher than normal toll rates for not using 
FASTags. With FASTags, it takes about 47 seconds per vehicle to 
cross a toll plaza, and more than 260 vehicles can be processed 
per hour via electronic toll collection lane as compared to 112 
vehicles per hour via manual toll collection lane. So, the new 
plan is to remove toll plazas on national highways and instead 
rely on ANPR cameras.  
3.ANPR is a technology that uses optical character recognition on 
images to read vehicle registration plates. ANPR cameras will 
read vehicle number plates at the entry and exit of toll roads, 
and toll will be automatically deducted from the linked bank 
accounts of vehicle owners. Issue - Not all number plates in India 
can be read, and only those that have come after 2019 will be 
registered by the cameras.  
4.The government, in 2019, had come up with a rule mandating 
passenger vehicles to have company-fitted number plates, and 
only these number plates can be read by cameras. The 
government plans to come up with a scheme to replace older 
number plates.  
5.The biggest problem being faced during the trials is when 
things are written on number plates, beyond the nine digit 
registration number, such as ‘govt of India/Delhi’ and names of 
Gods etc. Another problem that ANPR cameras face is in reading 
number plates on trucks, as most of the time they are hidden or 
soiled etc. 
 
MANDALA ART   

1.Residents of Liverpool are marveling over a mandala the size of 
one and a half football pitches in length created by artist James 
Brunt with materials such as leaves and rocks. Mandala is a 
geometric design or pattern that represents the cosmos or 
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and stability in the Indian Ocean 
and Indo-Pacific Region, the Vice-
Chief of the Naval Staff, Vice--
Admiral S.N. Ghormade, said on 
Thursday. The carrier is set to be 
commissioned on September 2 in 
the presence of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. 
 

India and Bangladesh discussed a 
wide range of issues related to the 
major common rivers such as the 
Ganga, Teesta and several smaller 
rivers during the 38th meeting of 
the Joint River Commission (JRC) 
held here on Thursday. The Indian 
delegation led by Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat, Minister for Jal Shakti, 
assured the Bangladesh delegation 
that India was making “utmost 
efforts” for agreement on the Teesta. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

   

 

 

 

   
 

deities in various heavenly worlds.  
2.“It’s all about finding peace in the symmetry of the design and 
the universe,”.  
3.Mandala patterns are motifs that are centuries old and are 
used to depict the cosmos. While it can also be created in the 
shape of a square, a mandala pattern is essentially 
interconnected. 
 
 
 
 


