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NEWSPAPER HIGHLIGHT 

India will achieve net zero emissions 
latest by 2070, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said at the COP 26 
summit in Glasgow. Until Monday, 
India was the only major emitter 
that had not committed to a 
timeline to achieve net zero, or a 
year by which it would ensure its net 
carbon dioxide emissions would be 
zero. By 2030, India will ensure 50% 
of its energy will be sourced from 
renewable sources. India also 
committed to reduce its carbon 
emissions until 2030 by a billion 
tonnes. India will also reduce its 
emissions intensity per unit of GDP 
by less than 45%. India would also 
install systems to generate 500 
gigawatt of renewable energy by 
2030, a 50 GW increase from its 
existing target, the Prime Minister 
said. He added that in the spirit of 
climate justice, rich developed 
countries ought to be providing at 
least $1 trillion in climate finance to 
assist developing countries and 
those most vulnerable.  
 
The Supreme Court said a blanket 
ban on firecrackers may not be 
possible, but measures ought to be 
in place to prevent the use of toxic 
chemicals in firecrackers. This is the 
second time in the past few days 
that the court had accepted the 
improbability of imposing a total ban 
on firecrackers. On October 29, the 
court had made it clear that there 
was no total ban on use of 
firecrackers. “Only those 
firecrackers are banned which are 
found to be injurious to health and 
affecting the health of citizens,” the 
court had noted in an order. 
 
The COP26 climate summit must act 
to “save humanity” and protect the 
planet, UN chief Antonio Guterres 
said on Monday, warning that 
currently “we are digging our own 
graves”. Mr. Guterres urged 
countries to keep the Paris deal goal 
of limiting global warming to 1.5 
degrees Celsius alive.   
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
his British counterpart Boris 
Johnson discussed the evolving 
situation in Afghanistan on the 
sidelines of the COP26 summit in 
Glasgow. The Ministry of External 
Aff•airs (MEA), in a statement, said 
the leaders discussed bilateral 
partnership in the context of climate 
change, Indo-Pacific strategy and 
postCOVID global economic 
recovery. “The two Prime Ministers 
reviewed the implementation of the 
Roadmap 2030 priorities, 
particularly in trade and economy, 

DAIRY SAHAKAR SCHEME 
1.Union Minister of Cooperation launched the “Dairy Sahakar” 
scheme of the National Cooperative Development Corporation 
(NCDC). The overall objectives of the Dairy Sahakar scheme are 
Doubling the farmers’ income and Atmanirbhar Bharat. Dairy 
Sahakar with a total investment of Rs. 5000 crore will be 
implemented by NCDC under Ministry of Cooperation, to realize 
the vision, “from cooperation to prosperity". 
2.Under Dairy Sahakar, financial support will be extended 
by NCDC to eligible cooperatives for activities such as 
Bovine development, Milk procurement, Processing, quality 
assurance, value addition, branding, packaging, marketing of 
milk and milk products. 
3.Transportation and storage of milk and milk products, 
Exports of dairy products. There will also be a convergence with 
various schemes of Government of India and/or of State 
Government/UT Administration/Development agencies 
/multilateral assistance/CSR mechanism is encouraged. 

 

MILU DEER 
1.The comeback of Milu Deer from the brink of extinction marks 
a rare success for China's conservation efforts. Milu deer 
(Elaphurus davidianus) is a rare and endangered species. Also 
known as Pere David's deer, these animals were on the verge of 
disappearing towards the end of the 19th century. Habitat - 
Milu deer is native and endemic to the river valleys of China. 
2.They live in natural, open-range habitats, especially in the 
wetlands. They forage on grass and water plants. They 
particularly love rolling about in the mud, especially during 
the mating season, which makes the land easier for farmers 
to cultivate. 
3.Threats - Hunting for their meat, Loss of wetland habitat and 
Illicit mining and logging have fragmented reserves and left 
endangered animals marooned in "forest islands". IUCN - 
Extinct in the Wild. 
 
CLIMATE EQUITY MONITOR 

 

1.Climate Equity Monitor is an online dashboard that went live 
recently. India’s Climate Equity Monitor (CEM) will assess equity 
in climate action, inequalities in emissions, energy & resource 
consumption across the world, and ongoing climate policies of 
several countries. Its focus on equity and climate action from a 
data and evidence-based perspective will encourage a vigorous 
discussion on this crucial issue and engage experts from all 
countries. 
2.The website has been conceptualized and developed by 
independent researchers from India, not only but also, Climate 
Change Group, at the M.S Swaminathan Research Foundation 
(MSSRF), Chennai, and Natural Sciences and Engineering 
department at the National Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS) 
Bengaluru. Principles - CEM is aimed at monitoring the 
performance of Annex-I Parties under the UNFCCC (developed 
countries) based on the foundational principles of the Climate 
Convention, namely Principle of Equity (Equitable sharing of the 
global carbon budget) and Principle of common but differentiated 
responsibilities and respective capabilities (CBDR-RC). The 
performance and policies of the Non Annex-I Parties (developing 
countries) will be also provided for comparison. 
3.Focus - Existing “tracking” websites on climate policies 
are based in the global North and routinely do not address 
the crucial aspects of equity and differentiation. The 
developers of this dashboard have taken this initiative to build 
awareness, especially among the public of the global South, that 
climate action is a global collective action problem. The website is 
intended to debunk the narrative that focuses attention 
continually on what developing countries must do, constantly 
demanding greater commitment and action from them. 
 
SAGAR NIDHIT  

1.A Union Minister visited Indian Subcontinent’s Pioneer 
Research Vessel Ship “Sagar Nidhi” at Chennai Port. Sagar Nidhi 
is India’s ice-class Ocean Research Vessel (ORV) operated by 
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people to people [ties], health, 
defence and security areas,” said the 
MEA.  The MEA said both the leaders 
reviewed progress in the trade talks 
for Enhanced Trade Partnership, and 
also discussed bilateral cooperation 
in green hydrogen, renewable energy 
and clean technologies, including 
collaboration through the 
International Solar Alliance  and the 
Coalition for Disaster Resilient 
Infrastructure. 
 
On the opening day of the 26th 
United Nations Conference of Parties 
(COP), Environment Minister 
Bhupender Yadav delivered a 
statement on behalf of the BASIC 
group of countries — Brazil, South 
Africa, India and China — at the U.N. 
Climate Change Conference under 
way in Glasgow. These major 
developing economies are significant 
polluters but bear diminished 
responsibility for the carbon dioxide 
that has been pumped into the 
atmosphere since 1850 and also 
have low per capita emissions 
because of their signifi•cant 
populations.  These countries have 
therefore for many years sought to 
rebuff• pressure from developed 
countries to take on fi•rmer 
emission reductions. Mr. Yadav said 
a key demand of the BASIC was that 
the Paris Agreement Rulebook be 
concluded at COP26.   
 
As the Army prepares to remain 
deployed in large numbers in the 
high altitude areas of eastern Ladakh 
with the standoff• with China still 
unresolved, the 50th Parachute 
Brigade is conducting an airborne 
exercise and combat manoeuvres 
along the northern borders in the 
region to validate its rapid response 
capabilities. “On Monday, airborne 
troops were inserted to a drop zone 
at an altitude of more than 14,000 
feet,” an Army source said on 
Monday. “Pre acclimatised troops, 
along with specialist vehicles and 
missile detachments, were 
transported via C130 and AN32 
aircraft from five different mounting 
bases to validate inter theatre 
moves, precision standoff• drops, 
rapid grouping and capture of 
designated objectives with speed and 
surprise.” 
 
The Jal Shakti Ministry released a 
guide for the safe rescue and release 
of stranded Ganges river dolphins. 
The document has been prepared by 
the Turtle Survival Alliance and the 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change Department (EFCCD) of the 
Uttar Pradesh Government. The 
guide has been drawn from years of 
experience of rescuing 25 Ganges 
river dolphins stranded in irrigation 
canals. The Ganges river dolphin is 
the national aquatic animal of India 
and is listed as ‘endangered’ under 
the IUCN Red List Assessments, 
Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife 
(Protection) Act (1972), Appendix I 

National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT), Chennai. The 4 
vessels under NIOT are ORV Sagar Nidhi & Sagar Manjusha, 
Coastal Research Vessels (CRVs) Sagar Tara & Sagar Anveshika. 
Sagar Nidhi is the first Indian flagged research ship that reached 
the 66°S latitude [Antarctic waters], witnessing nature’s harshest 
conditions. 
2.The vessel is capable of carrying out geo-scientific, 
meteorological and oceanographic research. It is designed 
with blue-water capability with ranges of up to 10,000 
nautical miles for voyages lasting up to 45 days. Sagar Nidhi 
plays an important role in exploring the ocean resources and 
participation in search and rescue operations, especially its 
importance for implementation of Deep Ocean Mission. 
3.Research Vessel Research Vessel (Ships) is an important tool 
for ocean research, development of ocean technology and Ocean 
Survey of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and deep oceans 
for minerals and energy. Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) has 
the mandate of providing weather, climate, Ocean and 
seismological services and to harness living and non-living 
resources. So, MoES has 6 ships - Sagar Nidhi, Sagar Manjusha, 
Sagar Kanya, Sagar Sampada, Sagar Tara & Sagar Anveshika. 
4.India’s Ocean Resources India has an EEZ of about 2.37 
million square kms wherein India enjoys the exclusive legal 
right to utilize all living and non-living resources. Apart from 
this, India has been allotted 75000 square kms in the Central 
Indian Ocean, 10000 square kms in the Southern Indian Ocean 
by the International Seabed Authority. These areas are rich in 
minerals like Manganese, Cobalt and Nickel. 
 
ACCIDENTAL DEATHS AND SUICIDES REPORT 2020  

1.The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) has released the 
Accidental Deaths and Suicides report, 2020. While road 
accidents and related deaths fell in the pandemic year, the 
number of deaths by suicides rose by 10% from 2019. 
2.Accidental deaths Accidental deaths fell by 11% from 2019 to 
2020 to 374, 397, the lowest figure since 2009. Road closures 
and restrictions on movements due to the lockdown likely had a 
significant impact on this trend since road accidents make up 
40% of all accident deaths. 
3.Suicidal Deaths-The number of deaths by suicide per lakh 
population in 2020 stands at 11.3%, up from 10.4% in 2019 
and the highest since 2010 (11.4%). The ASDI report classifies 
suicides, among other categories, on the basis of profession. The 
NCRB omitted a chapter on Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) 
in the 2020 edition of its report, without stating any reason. 
Daily wage workers made up the largest proportion of people who 
died by suicide in the country in 2020 at 24.6% 2020 was a year 
marked by a sudden call for lockdown with 4 hours’ notice, 
leading to distress to daily wage workers, a very large portion of 
whom are migrants, struggling to return home and then earn an 
income. 
4.Other occupations - After daily wage workers, the 
percentage share in total deaths by suicide by occupation, in 
decreasing order, went from Housewives (14.6%), Self-
employed persons (11.3%), Professional/salaried persons (9.7%), 
Farmers/cultivators (7%) and Retired persons (1%). The ‘other’ 
category made up 13.4% of all suicides. Students - Suicidal 
deaths among students increased 21.20%, the highest year-on-
year percentage increase of all the occupation categories. 
5.The share of students in total deaths by suicide in the country 
also increased from 7.4% last year to 8.2% in 2020. (Highest 
proportion of deaths by suicides among students ever.) Self-
employed - Deaths by suicide in the ASDI category ‘self-
employed’ increased by 7.67% from 2019 to 2020. 
Agricultural labourers - Number of agricultural labourers who 
died by suicide in 2020 was 18% higher than in 2019. Most of 
these deaths were among those whose main source of income 
comes from labour activities in agriculture or horticulture. Also, 
landless agricultural labourers who didn’t benefit from income 
support schemes (such as PM Kisan) may have faced higher 
levels of distress during the pandemic. However, among 
landowning farmers (farmers who cultivate their own land), with 
or without the help of other workers, the number of suicides 
dropped 3.7% during the pandemic year. 
6.The worst among States continues to be Maharashtra 
(4,006 suicides in the farm sector). MH saw a 15% increase 
in farm worker suicides. Suicides by cause - The ASDI report 
also lays out deaths by suicide by their cause. Deaths by 
suicide due to poverty increased by 69% from 2019 to 2020 
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of the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES). 
 
The country’s manufacturing 
activity expanded for the fourth 
month in a row in October, as 
reflected by the IHS Markit 
Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI). 
The surveybased PMI rose to 55.9 
from 53.7 in September. 
Manufacturing jobs continued to 
slidethough producers recorded the 
strongest improvement in overall 
operating conditions since February, 
and business optimism hit a six-
month high. A PMI reading of 50 
indicates no change in output levels. 
Overall new orders grew at the 
fastest pace in seven months, while 
factory output also increased at the 
strongest pace since March. New 
export orders surged as well, the 
quickest in three months, according 
to IHS Markit 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deaths by suicide due to unemployment stood at 24% Deaths by 
suicide due to drug and alcohol addiction at 17%, Deaths by 
suicide due to illness at 16% and Deaths by suicide due to family 
problems at 14%. 


