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POLITY & GOVERNANCE 

Bodily Autonomy of Women 
News Excerpt 

Kerala High Court 

Pre-Connect
 life’s decision  body reproductive 

functions external pressure
 

(UNFPA 2021 
‘My Body is My Own’

Need for Bodily Autonomy
  Article 14

Article 15 Article 21

  gender equality
 health education  income safety

 live free
full potential

   Shakuntala Devi
 Mary Kom

 Tessy 
Thomas , 
Tulsi Gowda

Barriers to bodily autonomy
 Gender stereotypes provider

taking care

 Low literacy (Around 65 per cent for females)
 far

infrastructure
 Safety issues

 Health and nutrition issues Medical Termination of 
Pregnancy Act

 
reproductive rights

 Period poverty sanitary products awareness 
 Digital Divide:

Status of women in India
 Gender Gap 127t

 Political representation

 Health  NFHS-5,
(MMR

(TFR

 Economic
HerKey 
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 Double standards

obscene or indecent

 Morality: person to person

conservative patriarchal society 

Way forward
 Breaking Norms:  mindsets  

attitudes 
Sex education

 Regulations  Laws

 empowering
 Skilling:   

 jobs

Internet shutdowns in India 
News Excerpt 

Access Now , 84  India 
. 

Pre-Connect 
Judicial pronouncements regarding Internet shutdown: 
 Anuradha Bhasin vs. Union of India 2020 indefinite

 illegal fundamental right
tests of necessity proportionality

 Faheema Shirin vs. State of Kerala: right to access
Article 21  

 

Types of Internet shutdowns 
 Internet Shutdown

 Total Internet Shutdown

 Social Media Shutdown:

 Content Blocking filtering

 Throttling  slowing down
disrupt

PEPPER IT WITH 
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Rationale behind Internet shutdowns
 For peace and stability protests, unrests.
 Curbing misinformation and disinformation

provoke
 Checking hate speech Xenophobic tendencies
 National Interest sovereign

 Miscellaneous procession exams
Instances of Internet shutdown

 4G mobile internet

 West Bengal Rajasthan protests cheating
communal violence

 Punjab  three-day mobile internet blackout
 Manipur mobile and fixed line  entire month

 nearly 60% Jammu and Kashmir U.T “political instability and 
violence,”

Laws and Provision pertaining to Internet shutdowns
 no particular law

 Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services
 Rules 2017

temporary shutdown
public 

emergency bureaucrats

 Under section 144 CrPC
joint secretary

 Section 69(A) of the IT Act particular websites,
Importance of Internet Access

 Digital population second largest 800 million internet 
users lifeline

 Bridging rural and urban divides  isolated rural 
 Employment: Food delivery e-

commerce youtubers
 Education  ed-tech sector, free 

content etc.
 Health e-Sanjivani ABHA etc
 Technological Revolution

 Industrial Revolution 4.0
Impact of Internet shutdowns
o No Internet Means No Work, No Pay, No Food’

Human Rights Watch Internet Freedom Foundation 

o Right to Food authentication biometric ID
o Right to Employment and Social Security

attendance online
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o Right to Protest, dissent
democratic

o Right to Expression undermine 

o Right to Education
MOOCs e-Vidya

o Right to Health:
e-Sanjivani 

o Digital Transactions

inequalities
o Creates trust deficit

citizens government

 collective 
punishment

o Digital Divide Oxfam  70 per cent 
poor or no connectivity

Ethical Dilemma-Rights vs Security 
o Rights issue  violates

o Security issue obligation

o Way out balanced approach
hand in hand

Way Forward 
o Last resort refrain

 
o SC guidelines test of necessity

proportionality  
o Public scrutiny reasons time

other viable options
 

o Regulation law  
 

Uniform Civil Code 
News Excerpt 

 22nd  
Pre-Connect 

common personal laws 
all religions

PEPPER IT WITH 
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21st Law Commission 
  “neither necessary nor desirable at this stage”

  “equality within communities” “equality between communities”.
Supreme Court Judgments
 Shah Bano case 

 Sarla Mudgal v Union of India need
Constituent Assembly and Constitution
 

 members 
adopting a common civil code caveat prior consent

 KM Munshi
 Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

“purely voluntary” 
 Article 44 to secure a UCC

Arguments in favor 
  constitutional objective equitable justice

integration
 

Supreme Court  UCC to be in place

  states  committees
Uniform Civil Code Uttarakhand Gujarat

  justice to women

 Muslim countries implemented

 
Arguments against UCC 
 Sixth Schedule  21st Law Commission

cultural diversity
 infringement  constitutional right  religion Article 

25 Article 29

 The 21st Law Commission  unnecessary not recommended.

“equality within communities” “equality between 
communities”

 Personal laws Concurrent List (Entry No. 5)

 Tribal cultural traditions religious practices

prohibition
 Hindu Undivided Family beneficial tax 

treatment scrutinized 
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Way forward 
 marginalized segments 

disadvantageous
 voluntary

 reform the 
regressive laws

Criminalisation of Politics 
News Excerpt 

Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR)

Pre-Connect 
 criminalisation of politics

 lawmakers became the lawbreakers.  
 nexus between criminals and politics

 more influence in politics

 2019 Lok Sabha elections about 43% of the newly-elected MPs had pending criminal 
cases against them accused of grave offences

The Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) 
 electoral watchdog

Indian Institute of Management (IIM) 
Ahmedabad

 seeking action against 
parties

 

candidates with criminal antecedents
 

 Best Practices

Legal provisions for disqualification of criminal candidates 
 Supreme Court Representation of People Acts (RPA) 1951

section 33-A furnish information 

 Public Interest Foundation vs. Union of India (2019)

 criteria to disqualify
o Section 8 

PEPPER IT WITH 
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o does not bar any person

 Law Commission in its 179th report
o 
o 

Challenges Associated with the Criminalisation of Politics 
 Wilful Disobedience

 Weakening of democratic values

 Governance issues
politicians are facing criminal charges

 Increase in crime rates embolden criminal activities

 Deterrence to honest candidates

   Way Forward 
 Electoral Reforms

o party funding
o money and muscle 

power
 Fast-track Courts

o Allocate funds and resources
o prioritize cases 

 Decriminalisation of Politics

o build consensus on electoral reforms

o 
disqualify candidates

 Public Awareness Campaigns

o educate citizens

o social media and other communication channels

 Political Party Accountability
o penalties
o independent body to monitor

Splits in Political Parties 
News Excerpt 

 in the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)

PEPPER IT WITH 
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Pre-Connect 
Elections Symbol 
 a standardised identification

 regulation, reservation and allotment

Election Symbols (Reservation and 
Allotment) Order, 1968.  

 classify Election symbols
o Reserved

o Free
 empowers ECI to decide 

disputes

 facilitate voters

How EC decides on splits within parties 
 

Article 324 of the Constitution
 Representation of People Act, 1951

 
 Symbols Order 1968,

o rival sections or groups

o account all the available facts

o it may decide

o shall be binding
 
 registered but unrecognised parties

 first case split in the Indian National Congress in 1969
Methods of Dealing with Party Splits and Defections 

 Tenth Schedule not allow a legislator to switch party

o Immunity two-thirds or more legislators

 Subhash Desai vs. Principal 
Secretary, Governor of Maharashtra (2023) states that:

o 
o 

 Conduct of Election Rules, 1961. 

Case Study: Nationalist Congress Party Split 
 splitting NCP into two

 long-running tussle
o 

o 

o 

 pre-dawn coup

 sworn-in as the Maharashtra 
Deputy Chief Minister

 recognition of his 
faction as the real NCP
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o 

o 

 not 
enough to claim political party

o introduced a new rule

Contemporary Issue
 novel method in the case of Shiv Sena

 Sadiq Ali v Election Commission of India

 ECI rejected the latter two tests
party constitution

 NCP’s case is a curious one

Need for Inner-Party Democracy
 Fair and transparent internal functioning

 Bridge Trust deficit and prevent Hero Worship

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

 Promotes Inclusive Representation

 The criminalization of Politics

 Safeguard against dynastic politics

 Counters factionalism

Way Forward 
 conundrum can be solved  

o party constitution should be mandatory

Case Study: Shiv Sena Split 
 Shiv Sena split

 

coalition by the Shiv Sena, the NCP and the 
Congress

 real Shiv Sena,

 recognised the Shinde 
faction as the real Shiv Sena

 

Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray
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o deregister a party on non-compliance

 Settle disputes within factions

 ways of expression of dissent

 empowered ECI
 170th Law Commission Report Part IVC to the Representation of People 

Act

LGBTQIA+ Rights in India 
News Excerpt

Timeline of the LGBTQIA+ Movement in India 
 LPG reforms  western influences NGOs

HIV AIDS
mainstreamed

  Calcutta Rainbow Pride parade
 awareness LGBT rights

acceptance
 Shashi Tharoor private member bill 
  Supriya Sule
 first codified legislation  Section 377  IPC

"unnatural offence" "carnal intercourse against the order of nature". 
 Right to Equality  Article 14 homosexuality, criminal offence

Judgments related to LGBTQIA+ Rights 
 Naz Foundation vs. Government of NCT, Delhi 14, 15 and 21
 National Legal Services Authority vs. Union of India 2014  ‘Third Gender’

rights reservations
 Justice K.S. Puttaswamy vs. Union of India 2017 Right to Privacy

Article 21 bodily autonomy
sexual orientation

 Navtej Singh Johar v, Union of India 2018 five-judge bench Section 377  unconstitutional. 

 Deepika Singh vs Central Administrative Tribunal 2022: atypical queer 
marriages.

Laws and Provisions related to LGBTQIA+ 
no specific law whole  

 Transgender Act
 Council 
 Garima Greh
 Portal
 Skill development PM-DAKSH
 SMILE
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Constitutional safeguards
 Preamble Justice (

Equality of status.
 Article14 rule of 

law equal protection of the laws
 Article 15 and 16 Discrimination

Opportunity
 Article 21 Life Liberty.
 Article 23  Exploitation

International scenario 
 Yogyakarta principles

sexual orientation
gender identity plus 10 

 LGBTIQ+ people
 International Labour Organization (ILO):

 “Inclusion of LGBTIQ+ 
persons in the world of work”

opportunities 
 work

 Ireland, USA, Brazil, Canada, France, 
marriage

 Uganda Anti-Homosexuality 
Act of 2023

Challenges faced by LGBTQIA+ community 
 Ostracization

society medics and baba’s
conversion 

therapy 
 Discrimination:

wellbeing  
 Identity crisis

gender assigned  gender of expression  
 Social Stigma

 Political Under-Representation:  the 
policies and programmes

 Drug Abuse cartels
 Victims of Hate Crimes:  

Issues in Including LGBTQIA+ in Indian society 
 Civil law system marriage adoption divorce

 husband and wife  custody of child
alimony

adoption

Transgender Reservation  
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 Education Sex education
 Hostels 

 Reservation

 Employment:  different tax limits
Sexual Harassment 

 Maternity leaves
paternity leave

 Social Benefits old age 
pension

nutrition for 
adolescent girls

 Gender fluidity
changing nature 

 65% population rural areas

Potential benefits of providing rights to LGBTQIA+ 
 Capability Approach: 

self-confidence
.

 Acceptance
 

influential effect 

 Opportunities: education

 Social Development

mental health HIV-AIDS drug abuse
beggary,

 Economic Development:  
GDP, poverty  unemployment

 Unity in diversity mantra 
Way Forward
 Education and Sensitization sex education

community

 Anti-Discriminatory Law  rights
discrimination

 Government bodies sensitised
aware

 Yogyakarta Principles
  lacks marriage adoption, surrogacy

Telangana High Court striking down the Telangana 
Eunuchs 
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SOCIAL ISSUES 
Domestic Violence and Climate Crisis 

News Excerpt 
JAMA Psychiatry

South Asian countries.   
Pre-Connect 
According to U.N. Women’s “Tackling Violence against Women and Girls (VAWG) in the Context of climate change 
report”: 

 

 

 Climate change worsens VAWG and 
has detrimental effects on society

 The COVID-19 epidemic brought 
attention to the growth in violence 
amid emergencies

 

 the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change's Sixth Assessment Report

"women, girls 
and LGBTQI people are at increased risk of 
domestic violence, harassment, sexual 
violence, and trafficking"

Key Highlights of the Study 
 In India, Nepal, and Pakistan,

18 and 49.
 rising temperatures and an increase in IPV cases. 
 8% 7.3% 1°C rise in temperature

 India is predicted to have a startling 23.5 per 
cent spike in IPV instances by 2090. 

About Intimate Partner Violence 
 infliction of emotional, physical, or sexual harm

 physical violence

 Unwanted or coerced intercourse
 physical violence (23 per cent

emotional violence (12.5 per cent sexual violence (9.5 per cent) 
The Effects of Climate Change on Gender 

 increasing power disparities

The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 
2005: 
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 subvert gender expectations

 vulnerability of women and girls, particularly those in low- and middle-
income nations, to domestic violence, harassment, sexual assault, and human trafficking. 

Loss of Control and Economic Distress 
Extreme heat impacts crop unable to 
support their families

The loss of control and economic difficulties

men's traditional roles as providers in jeopardy, making males feel insecure 
and more likely to use violence. 

Way forward 
 gendered aspect of climate change

 gender-inclusive climate action

 The establishment of support networks, financial resilience development, and IPV infrastructure 
reinforcement

 Protecting vulnerable people

 Gujarat's innovative heat 
insurance programme

 Generate data to understand the impact of climate change on VAWG
 Increase investment in flexible and adaptive approaches to VAWG prevention and response

                                   

Double Burden of TB and Diabetes Mellitus 

News Excerpt 
type 2 diabetes

tuberculosis (TB) 74.2 million
2.6 million

Pre-connect 
 Diabetes Mellitus:

 Tuberculosis: affects the lungs

Global burden of TB: 
 

 1.8 million
 MDR-TB (Multidrug resistance TB)

 XDR-TB Extensively drug-resistant TB
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Impact of DM on TB 
 immune system delays the clearance of TB germs prolongs the course of treatment. 
 altered lung defences

 larger bacterial loads, and cavitary lesions

 poorer lung function
 

How does DM affect people with TB? 
 severe lung damage,

enormous cavities

 
low body-mass indices and with low 

glycated hemoglobin levels low BMI and high HbA1c.
 

 DM is an independent risk factor for early mortality of people 
with both TB and DM

 
Challenges and consequences: 

 
 adverse TB treatment outcomes treatment failure, recurrence, and mortality

 
respiratory issues

 addressing undernutrition

Way forward: 
 integrated and patient-centered care

 comprehensive care for TB, DM, and related 
comorbidities.

 more research, data 
accessibility, and community awareness

 
addressing the dual burden of DM and TB requires a concerted effort from healthcare professionals. 

 

Indian pharma companies under international scrutiny 
News Excerpt 

About the Issue 
 

PEPPER IT WITH 
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Central 
Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO) cancelled 
Marion Biotech's licence. 

 World Health Organization (WHO)

 

Why are regulators failing to take action against faulty manufacturing practices 
 complicated and disjointed regulatory framework

 Ministry of Health and the Central Drugs Standard Control 
Organization (CDSCO), while licensing and criminal prosecutions are the responsibility of state governments.

 lack of coordination and responsibility.

 State Food and Drug Administration authorities are not required 
to disclose inspection reports. 

 Diethylene 
glycol (DEG)

Why are pharma companies not punished? 
 License suspension or cancellation:

 Slow legal proceedings:

 Errors by drug inspectors:

 Shortage of drug inspectors:

 Influence of the pharmaceutical industry:

 Complex legal framework: 

 Economic considerations:

Steps taken by the government: 
 products tested before 

exporting
 necessitates a certificate of analysis from an approved laboratory.
 The Director General of Foreign Trade

export sample has been tested
 list of authorized government 

laboratories in the country for sample testing.

About CDSCO: 
 

1940 Drugs and 
Cosmetics Act.

 National Regulatory Authority 
(NRA)
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare



CURRENT CONNECT- JULY- 23   
 

 

www.ksgindia.com 
DELHI VN: 9717380832 &DELHI ORN: 9811293743 | JAIPUR: 8290800441 | PATNA: 7463950774| RANCHI: 9939982007 | BHOPAL: 7509975361| 

INDORE: 7314977441 | BENGALURU: 7619166663 | HYDERABAD: 79960 66663 | IMPHAL: 9650245599 | SRINAGAR: 98712 35599| MUMBAI: 9871265599| 

 

Way forward 
 good manufacturing practices

 scarcity of inspectors offer training, and carry out detailed facility inspections 

 Collaboration with international regulatory organizations

 encouraging research and 
development partnerships between universities, businesses, and research organizations.  

 Fostering public-private partnerships promotes knowledge exchange, 
capacity building, and collaborative projects for research and quality 
assurance.

 acceptable production processes

Hate groups on the Internet 
News Excerpt 

Dr Neil Johnson

About Online Hate Communities 
 "anti-X" groups

 fluid dynamics analogies mathematical modelling

 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The method used to study Online Hate Community Dynamics: 
 

comprehensive database of online hate 
organizations

 de-aggregation of individuals within 
these communities were studied

 shock waves

 individual traits, shifting interpersonal dynamics between communities, and the 
unique "flavours" of hatred

Significance of Identifying and Combating Hate Speech:  
 identifying and combating hate speech
 how incendiary information 

spreads by examining networks

PEPPER IT WITH 
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 "innuendo problem"

 thorough understanding of the dynamics of hate speech

Conclusion 
 

 light on group behaviour inside social systems

 To effectively oppose hate speech and promote a safer online environment

 
interdisciplinary cooperation focused interventions

 online environment that is more accepting and inclusive

New Drugs and Clinical Trial Rules (2023) 
News Excerpt 

New Drugs and Clinical Trial Rules 
(2023)
Key highlights 

 animal-free testing. 
 precision and effectiveness of medication development

 more trustworthy and moral 
drug development process. 

 lessen its dependency on animal experimentation

Advancements in Testing Methods 
 human cells or stem cells
 Organoids,

 cell-lined chips, organs-on-chip mimics the physiological circumstances

 "bio-ink,"

 

Status of Global Regulatory Frameworks 
 adoption of non-animal testing methodologies is significantly influenced by the global 

regulatory frameworks
 

switch to animal-free testing practices through legislation and policy reforms. 
 

Challenges 
 

PEPPER IT WITH 
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 trans-disciplinary competence,

 specialised institutes or Centers for Excellence Wyss Institute in Boston, 

 most chemicals, equipment, and supplies for cell culture are imported, access to research 
resources is a challenge. 

Way Forward 
research 

infrastructure and expand knowledge in key fields. 
standardize quality standards

cell- and gene-
based therapies. 

human-relevant testing methods and progress 
medical research. 

 

National Research Foundation 
News Excerpt 

National Research Foundation (NRF) Bill
About NRF 

 
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

 coordinating agency, bringing industry to the forefront of 
research

 encourage the expansion of research initiatives

Aim and Objective of NRF 
 advance scientific investigation
 funding and mentoring research, broaden the range 

of college and university research engagement. 
 doctorate and post-doctoral fellowships,

 humanities, social sciences, and arts
creative and critical thinking. 

 address urgent national concerns

 increasing national research spending

How will it be funded? 
 50,000-crore budget for five years.  
 28% 72% 

 20,000 crores annually 4,000 crores coming 
from the budget
additional 10,000 crore over the following five years. 

 less than 
2% of India's gross domestic expenditure on research and development (GERD). 

 India's GERD is much lower than other developed nations'
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 1,13,825 crore in 2017–18, 7.6 and 5.1 

 India's GERD was about 24 times lower than that of both of these 
nations, 
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How can the NRF facilitate the “ease of doing science”? 
 time between application and receiving 

funds should be minimized
 all paperwork should be digitally processed
 finance-related matters should be handled between the NRF and the university/research institution's 

finance department,
 specific spending guidelines are required for scientific research
 a mechanism must be established to ensure timely disbursal of funds.

Way forward: 
Clear and open funding and coordination rules

effectiveness of research activities inclusivity and collaboration. 
NRF should encourage critical thinking, creativity, and early career 

researchers. 
A strong monitoring and evaluation structure
Knowledge sharing and exposure to cutting-edge innovations

NRF can close the funding gap for science and technology,

Palliative care 
News Excerpt 

About palliative care 
 20% of the world's population

1.4 million annual deaths.

 

improve the 
quality of life and lessen 
suffering for people with 
terminal illnesses.

 

 
 

it seeks to improve the 
patients' and their families' 
overall wellbeing. 

 includes 
grieving support for carers
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The Need for Palliative Care in India 
 Palliative care is required 

for up to 7 out of 10 patients, especially those who have terminal or chronic conditions. 
 urban tertiary healthcare centres

 estimated 7–10 million patients

Gaps in the Existing Guidelines 
 National Programme for Prevention & Control of Non-Communicable Diseases (NP-NCD)

 only mentioned about cancer in the updated operational guidelines for NP-NCD,

 the guidelines miss the chance to promote pediatric palliative care

 

Way forward: 
 

 

 

 

Intellectual Property Protection 
News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect 
About FL 2027 Varieties  
 

 

o 

Intellectual property protection 
 

 Objective:
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o 

o 

TYPES OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY POTECTIONS/RIGHTS 
Basis  Copyright Trademark Patent 

 
Advantages of Intellectual Property protections 

 

 
 

Disadvantages of Intellectual Property protections: 
 

o 

o 

o 

About the Case 
 

 

 Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Authority (PPVFRA)
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Judgment by the High Court 

o 

o 

o 

Way forward 
 

 

 

Male-domination in India's Workforce 
News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect 
Labour force participation rate (LFPR) 

 

 

o 

 

About the Low LFPR 
 39.5%

2022-23
 39.5% Indians aged 15 years and above

66% and among women, just 8.8%
lowest LFPR since financial year 2016-17

 
GDP grew by 7.2% in 2022-23. 

Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Authority 
(PPVFRA) 
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o 

Reason for the low LFPR 
 

 

 
 

Reason for the huge difference between men and women in LFPR 
 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

 

 

 

Govt. Initiative to Increase LFPR 

o maternity leave from 12 weeks 
to 26 weeks crèche facility
permitting women workers in the night shifts

o no discrimination in an establishment or any unit 
thereof among employees on the ground of gender in matters relating to wages 

o Government is providing training to them through a 
network of Women Industrial Training institutes, National Vocational Training Institutes and Regional 
Vocational Training Institutes. 

National Career Service (NCS) Project

o 
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Way forward 
 

 

 

Multidimensional Poverty 
News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect 
Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) 

 

 
 health, education, 

and living standards
 

TABLE: Global MPI – Dimensions, Indicators, Deprivation Cutoffs, and Weights 
DIMENSIONS 
OF POVERTY 

INDICATOR DEPRIVED IF LIVING IN A HOUSEHOLD 
WHERE… 

WEIGHT SDG 
AREA 

PEPPER IT WITH
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Key points of the report 
 

 25 countries halved their global MPI within 15 years

o Cambodia, China, Congo, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Morocco, Serbia, and 
Vietnam.

 

o 

 

o 

 

 

 Rural areas are poorer 
than urban areas across all regions of the world. 

 

 

 

o 

Factors played key role to achieve the milestone 
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Way Forward 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Those who are poor and deprived of cooking 
fuel fell from 52.9% to 13.9% and 

those deprived of sanitation fell from 50.4% 
in 2005/2006 to 11.3% in 2019/2021 

in the drinking water indicator, the 
percentage of people who are 
multidimensionally poor and deprived fell 
from 16.4 to 2.7 during the period, 
electricity (from 29% to 2.1%) and housing 
from 44.9% to 13.6%. 

In 2005/2006, about 645 million people 
were in multidimensional poverty in 
India, with this number declining to 

about 370 million in 2015/2016 and 230 
million in 2019/2021 

Deprivation in all indicators declined in 
India and “the poorest States and groups, 
including children and people in 
disadvantaged caste groups, had the 
fastest absolute progress.” 

People who are multidimensionally poor 
and deprived under the nutrition 
indicator in India declined from 44.3% in 
2005/2006 to 11.8% in 2019/2021, and 

Child mortality fell from 4.5% to 1.5% in 
2019/2021. 

In India, 415 million poor people moved 
out of poverty from 2005/2006 to 

2019/2021, with incidence falling from 
55.1% in 2005/2006 to 16.4% in 

2019/2021 

India’s Performance 
in MPI 2023 
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ECONOMY 
Deceptive Advertising Practices: Menace of ‘dark patterns’ in e-Market 

News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect 
About Dark patterns: 
 

 

Why is it deceptive? 
 employed to 

influence user behaviour

 

How is it deceptive? 
 

 

 

 

 

Legal status of Dark patterns 
 

 

Types of Dark patterns 
 False Urgency:

 Basket Sneaking:

 Subscription Traps:

 Confirm Shaming:

 Forced Action:

 Nagging:

 Interface Interference:

 Bait and Switch:

 Hidden Costs:

 Disguised Ads:
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Global regulation on dark patterns 
 

o 
o 
o 
o 

 

Benefits of dark patterns to websites 

 

o 
 

Challenges with dark patterns
 

o 

 

 

Way Forward 
 

 PEPPER IT WITH 

Govt. Initiatives to stop dark pattern 
 

o 

o 
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Liberalised Remittance Scheme 
News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect 
Liberalised Remittance Scheme (LRS) 
 

 individuals, including minors, may 
remit up to $250,000

o 

 

 
 

 

 
Tax collected at source (TCS) 

 TCS refers to the tax collected by the seller of a commodity at the time of sale.

 

 

 governed by Section 206-C of the Income-tax Act, 1961.
 

The Liberalised Remittance 
Scheme is not available to – 
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o 

 Working Mechanism: 
o 

o 

o 

o 

 Threshold: 
o 

o 

o 

Changes in scheme 
 

 

 

 

o 

Foreign Exchange Management Act 
 

 

Impact of changes 
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Conclusion 

Open Market Sale Scheme 
News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect 
Open Market Sale Scheme (OMSS) 
 

o 

 
 

 

 

 

Changes in OMSS 
 Reduce Quantity: 

o 

 Suspension of sale of grains to states: 

o 

PEPPER IT WITH 
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Reason given by Central Govt. for changes 
 

o 

o 
o 

 

 

Significance of OMSS 
 Price stability: 

 Surplus Management: 

 Market competition: 

 Balance between large and Small & Marginal Buyers: 

 Provide Food security: 

 
Challenges for OMSS 

 Low buyer demand: 

Karnataka vs. Centre row over free rice scheme 
 

About Anna Bhagya scheme 
 

Arguments of Karnataka Govt. 
 

 

Arguments of central govt. 
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 Issues related to delivery: 

 Limited impact on market price stabilization: 

 Political disputes:

Way forward 
 Consultation with stakeholders: 

 Strengthening of state level procurement: 
 

 Collaboration &Co-ordination: 

IMF’s view on cryptocurrency 
News Excerpt 

About Cryptocurrency 
 

 

 

Central bank digital currencies (CBDCs) 
 

 

 
 

Crypto Economy’s effect on Latin America 
 

 

PEPPER IT WITH 
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Impact of IMF’s New approach 
Positive 
 

 

 

 

Negative
 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

Difference between cryptocurrency and CBDCs 

 

IMF reaction to El Salvador’s Bitcoin adoption 
 

 

 

 

Stablecoin

PEPPER IT WITH 

Crypto Ecosystem 
 Operational, cyber, and governance risks 
 Integrity (market and AML/CFT) 
 Data availability/reliability 
 Challenges from cross-border activities  
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Sugar subsidies dispute and WTO 
News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect 
 

 
Key points of the Issue 

 

 

 

o 

o 

 

o 

 

WTO’s Conclusion 
 

o 

Dispute settlement process in WTO 
 

 

 

 

 

Agreement on Agriculture (AoA) 
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o 

Three Boxes 
GREEN BOX BLUE BOX AMBER BOX 

Subsidies to be reduced and 
removed 
Linked to production level 

WTO fixed the limit 

Excessive production trade distort 

Input subsidies-electricity, seeds, 
fertilizers, imigation etc 

India’s Defence 
 

 

 

Sugar production & Export in India 
 

o 

 

 

o 
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o 

 

Concerns about the WTO ruling 
 

o 
o 

 

Way forward 
 

 

Internationalisation of rupee 
News Excerpt 

Internationalisation of the rupee 
 
 

 Requirements for Internationalisation:  
o 

opening up of the 
currency settlement and a strong swap and 
forex market. 

o full 
convertibility of the currency

o US dollar

PEPPER IT WITH 

Reasons for the dominance of US dollar 
 

o 
o 

o 

o 
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Advantages of internationalisation of the rupee 
 cross-border transactions mitigates currency risk
 Protection from currency volatility

 manage exchange rate volatility and project external stability
 reduces the need for holding foreign exchange reserves

 bargaining power of Indian businesses would improve

Challenges to internationalisation of rupee  
 Volatility issue: 

 Capital related issue: 

o 

 Lack of Internationalisation efforts: 

 Competitions with other currencies: 

 
 Adoption by market participants: 

Recommendations of RBI panel for 
internationalisation of rupee   
 

SDR 
(Special Drawing Rights)

 
o adoption of a standardised 

approach

o settlement and payment in the 
rupee and local currencies,  

Current status of international currencies 
 

 

o 

 

 SDR

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
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o encouraging the opening of the rupee accounts for non-residents both in India and outside India

 
o a review of taxes on masala (rupee-denominated bonds issued
o International use of Real Time Gross Settlement (RTGS) for cross-border trade transactions and 

inclusion of Indian Government Bonds in global bond indices. 
 ACU (Asian 

Clearing Union)
 
 Indian Government 

Bonds (IGBs)

 strengthening the financial market

Conclusion 

Credit information companies 
News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect 
Credit Information Company (CIC) 
 Credit Information Company (CIC) or Credit 

Bureau

 

 four CICs
o 
o 
o 

o 

 Credit Information Companies (Regulation) Act (CICRA)

PEPPER IT WITH 
RBI, SDR, Currency swap, 
Currency convertibility 
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RBI’s Action on CICs 
 

o 
o 

o 

o 

 

 

Reasons for RBI Action 
 

 

Table 1: Benefits of Credit Information Flow to Different Stakeholders 
Stakeholder Benefits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Importance of CICs 
 

o 

 

 
o 

o 

o 

o 

o 
o 
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Concern with CICs 
 
 

Way forward 
 

 

 

Finfluencers under SEBI’s scrutiny 
News Excerpt 

financial 
influencers or “finfluencers”
About Finfluencers 
 offering advice and sharing 

personal experiences about money and investment in stocks.
 

Issues related to it 
 

 

 

o 

 

 

Steps taken by SEBI 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Steps taken by other institutions 
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Related Concerns 
 

 
o 

o 
 

Govt. Initiatives 
 

Way forward 
 
 

Differential time-based electricity tariffs 
News Excerpt 

Changes in Electricity Rules, 2020 
 

 
o 
o 

 
o 

o 

 

About Time-of-Day (ToD) tariff 

Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI) 
 ASCI not-for-

profit company
 established in 1985
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except agricultural consumers

o 

Potential benefits of ToD power tariffs 

 For Consumer 
o peak hours, solar hours, and normal hours

manage their load
o consumers can reduce their electricity 

bills

o 

o 

 For Govt. and service providers 
o 

o 

o investments 
in grid infrastructure for maintenance and upgradation also declines

o ToD tariff structure to lead to better integration of renewable energy 
sources with the country’s electricity grid

o ToD tariff will improve the management of renewable generation fluctuations, incentivize demand
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Challenges for ToD tariff 
 Lack of basic Infrastructure: 

 
 Lack of smart metering: 

 
 Lack of awareness: 

 
 Proper Implementation: 

 
 like Agriculture

 
Issues related to Energy security 

 
urgently work on developing 

viable energy storage options. 
 

it has also thrown up challenges 
of a grid being increasingly powered by renewables.

 

 

 

 

Way Forward 
 

 

 

 

PEPPER IT WITH 
ToD Tariff, Smart metering, 
Energy security, SDG 7, 
Electricity (Rights of 
Consumers) Rules, 2020 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
India–Russia Oil diplomacy 

News Excerpt 
India importing 25% Russia surpassed

Pre-Connect 
India-Russia trade $39 billion in 2022

How oil is driving India’s international relations
 Requirement  85%  imports. 

budget deficit foreign exchange spending
 Strategic Petroleum Reserves

member (IEA)
 Exporting petroleum products: refining 

capacity 5 million (bpd)

Africa Latin America
European Union

 Leverage Russia, US West Asia 

bargaining position
 Engagement: China Turkey

Operation Dost

 ONGC Videsh exploration, development production 15 countries

 OPEC: dialogue  2nd India-
OPEC Institutional Dialogue

 West Asia and Middle East  ideological spectrum Saudi 
Arabia-Iran Israel-Palestine

India importing Russian crude
 prior Ukraine conflict minimal
 Low cost: India  importing more trading on discount

invasion of Ukraine
 More profit State owned private refiners maximize

 
Benefits of India-Russia oil diplomacy 

 Strong Relations: 
sanctions on Russia  

 Growing Trade: cross sector growth
 

 Geostrategic China  leveraging strong 
Asia

 Ties with west: energy demands of west
 

 Internationalisation of Rupee: novel way
vostro account rupees and ruble
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 No Asian Premium

 BRICS, SCO:  impetus 
coordinate collaborate  global order

Challenges for India 
 Hampering relations: west and their allies

 discomfiture  
 Pressure from traditional suppliers  Iraq Saudi Arabia

 Uncertainty: Russia can again increase
Wagner group rebellion  

 Sanctions
currently trading  unpredictability invite 
sanctions  

 Deft Balancing: United Nations QUAD  I2U2
 

 Moral and Ethical neutral stand Russia-Ukraine conflict
violence

Way forward 
 Mediation minimize tensions

 Engagement long term 
procurement

 Assurance European Union and US

Geopolitics of Rare Earth Elements and Semiconductor Rivalry 
News Excerpt 
China curbs exports of germanium and gallium USA
Netherlands Japan

 
Pre-Connect 
 Economic Survey 2022-23

geopolitical battleground
next oil

 REE’s contribution $7 trillion
Impact on India

 Short-term impact supply chains
cost availability

 Long-term consequences sources  
production  partnerships 
(iCET). 

Opportunities for India
 In India  import-dependent

focus on waste recovery
  substitutes Indium Silicon
 metallurgical-grade 

silicon.
India-USA iCET

PEPPER IT WITH 
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 supply chains design manufacturing fabrication
skilled workforce

 task force assessment opportunities

 MoU

  train 60,000 Indian engineers investment of $400 million  
engineering centre 

Other initiatives 
 Made in China 2025”
 Chip 4 Alliance

Challenges regarding REE
 Monopoly:

geographically concentrated China

 RE extraction refinement separation  seed capita
time environmental hazards 

 power  water supply
chip making infrastructure

 an issue with reference to this in India. 
  skilled workforce
 “chip ecosystem”

ancillary industries

 Free trade agreement 

Taiwan.
Way forward
> Economic Survey 2022-23

multi-
dimensional mineral policy”

“strategic 
mineral reserves

self-reliant

> 
along with G20 countries.  

G20 REE Fund 

international 
REE bank 
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> REE extraction from Monazite ore
HREE content

accumulated Thorium
 management of radioactive waste 

> Strengthen market mechanisms

> Develop technological alternatives for replacement and recycling:

Iran’s entry in SCO 
News Excerpt 
Iran SCO  23rd summit
chaired by India
Pre-Connect 

 functional issues 
India 

five new pillars of 
cooperation

 
 
 
 

5.  
Key takeaways from the recent 
summit 
 New Delhi Declaration

BRI
 

SCO Economic 
Development Strategy

 

chauvinism
Geopolitical Implications of Iran as a member 

 Energy cooperation: energy security alternative

 Economic integration diverse economy 

 Connectivity/Transport corridors  trade routes, 
(INSTC)

 Security cooperation intelligence sharing counter-terrorism

 Cultural and diplomatic exchanges  people-to-people contacts

PEPPER IT WITH 
Dysprosium, erbium, 
neodymium, samarium, 
gadolinium 
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Implications of Iran as a member for India 
 Energy cooperation new avenues

 diversifying 
 Trade and economic opportunities:

 Connectivity and transport corridors
 Regional security

terrorism extremism  regional conflicts.
 Geopolitical balance

Challenges for India
 “accused” spreading disharmony

“troublemaker” 
 

oppose (BRI
 SCO Development Bank

BRICS’s 
New Development Bank

 

Doklam standoff Galwan border clash 
 called for removing India 

“ecstasy soup”
  impose appropriate “constraints”

strategic autonomy
 “two-hour online 

affair” bad perception

 disputes divergences
differences shadow on the grouping

Way forward 
 De-dollarization

 De-escalation
 Drug Trafficking

China’s New Law on Foreign Relations 
News Excerpt 

 
Pre-Connect 
 2021  Anti-Sanctions law 

 Xi’s foreign policy declarations
 sanctions US and its allies.
  “Law on Foreign Relations” against companies and 

countries
Significance 

 integrates economic disputes sovereignty
narrow

Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure

PEPPER IT WITH 



CURRENT CONNECT- JULY- 23   
 

 

www.ksgindia.com 
DELHI VN: 9717380832 &DELHI ORN: 9811293743 | JAIPUR: 8290800441 | PATNA: 7463950774| RANCHI: 9939982007 | BHOPAL: 7509975361| 

INDORE: 7314977441 | BENGALURU: 7619166663 | HYDERABAD: 79960 66663 | IMPHAL: 9650245599 | SRINAGAR: 98712 35599| MUMBAI: 9871265599| 

 signing of agreements
 not undermine  sovereignty 

 China’s system of socialism
 neighbouring countries
 warns companies organization
 “right” restrictive measures 

Challenges
 Economic disputes carefully

 stricter clauses.
 China's socialism west’s capitalism

India’s mixed economy
 Pakistan.

 
 trade deficit

 Chinese Govt.  extreme measures
Way Forward 
 well reasoned well thought off
 SCO BRICS support collectively

India-France Ties 
News Excerpt 

 
Pre-Connect

 
Prominent outcomes of the visit
 

 

Major Outcomes
Defence:

o 

o 
Space: 

 
 

Sustainability: Cornerstone of the India-France partnership
 

PEPPER IT WITH 
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Digital initiatives 
 

 
Long-term Initiatives:

 

The economic dimension: 

 
 

 

 

Culture 
An Indian Cultural Centre, named Vivekananda Cultural Centre

Other areas of Cooperation
French Investments in India:  

  
 

 
India-France Main Trade Agreements & Memorandum of 
Understanding: 
Cooperation in the area of the environment 

the International Solar 
Alliance
 

Health cooperation 

 
Adapting the fight against terrorism to the new threats to better protect our citizens 

No Money for Terror (NMFT) initiative Christchurch Call to Action
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Challenges to India France relation 

Way-Forward 

Recapturing of Green Cards 
News Excerpt

Pre-Connect 

About green cards 
 

 

Different Types of Green Cards 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
Who is a US Citizen? 

Significance of Green cards 
  
  
 
 
 
 

PEPPER IT WITH 
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Backlog issue 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 

Benefits of recapturing 
 Economic growth:  
 Reducing backlogs: 

 
 Mitigating limitations: 

 
 Availability: 

 
Conclusion  

 

About recapturing 

 

 

PEPPER IT WITH 



CURRENT CONNECT- JULY- 23   
 

 

www.ksgindia.com 
DELHI VN: 9717380832 &DELHI ORN: 9811293743 | JAIPUR: 8290800441 | PATNA: 7463950774| RANCHI: 9939982007 | BHOPAL: 7509975361| 

INDORE: 7314977441 | BENGALURU: 7619166663 | HYDERABAD: 79960 66663 | IMPHAL: 9650245599 | SRINAGAR: 98712 35599| MUMBAI: 9871265599| 

ENVIRONMENT 
Carbon Circular Economy 

News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect
 

 
 
 

About Carbon Circular Economy 
 

 

 

 

Methods Example Key Advantages 
Carbon Capture and Storage 
(CCS) 
o CCS involves capturing 

carbon dioxide (CO2) 
emissions from industrial 
sources or power plants 
and then securely storing 
them underground or in 
other long-term storage 
solutions, preventing their 
release into the 
atmosphere. 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

Carbon Utilization 
o CO2 can be used as a raw 

material to produce 
various products. 

o CO2 can be transformed 
into synthetic fuels, such 
as methane or even liquid 
hydrocarbons, which can 

o 

o 

o 
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be used as alternatives to 
traditional fossil fuels. 

Carbon Recycling and 
Circular Products 
o It is the concept that 

involves finding ways to 
reuse and transform 
carbon dioxide (CO2) 
emissions into valuable 
and sustainable products.  

o The goal is to close the 
carbon loop by recycling 
carbon, rather than 
allowing it to be released 
into the atmosphere as a 
harmful greenhouse gas 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

Analytica 
SDGs and Carbon Circular Economy 

India and Carbon Circular Economy 
 India has adopted LiFE programme
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Hurdles 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 
 

 

International Conference on Green Hydrogen 
News Excerpt 

Goal Link With Circular Carbon Economy (CCE) 
Goal 7: Affordable and 
Clean Energy 

Goal 9: Industry, 
Innovation, and 
Infrastructure 

Goal 11: Sustainable Cities 
and Communities  

Goal 12: Responsible 
Consumption and 
Production 

CCE Index 
 

 

 

o 

o 

 

PEPPER IT WITH 
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Pre-Connect
 

o Grey Hydrogen

o Blue Hydrogen

o Green Hydrogen

renewable energy
 National Green 

Hydrogen Mission

 

About Green Hydrogen  

o 

o 

o 

o 
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Green Hydrogen Value Chain 

India’s Efforts towards Green Hydrogen 
 To encourage production

 SIGHT

 To enhance adoption

 

 

 

 

Analytica 
Green Hydrogen and Energy Transition  
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Challenges  
Production 

Transformation 
 

Transport 

 
End Use 

  
High cost 

 
High energy 
consumption 

 

Safety Concerns 
 

Water Intensive 

 
Positive outcomes 
 

 

 

 

 

Way forward 
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High Seas Treaty 
News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect 
 

 

 

 

International Seabed Authority (ISA) 
 

 

 

 

PEPPER IT WITH 
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About High Sea Treaty 
 

 

 
o 

o 

o 

o 

Need for the treaty  
 For Biodiversity Conservation

 For effective Climate Regulation

 Sustainable Fisheries
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Positive Outcome 
 Environmental Conservation

 Climate Change Mitigation

 Conflict Prevention

 Long-Term Economic Benefits

Issues associated with High Seas Treaty 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Global Tropical Primary Forest Cover 
News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect 
 
 

 

PEPPER IT WITH 
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 The Tropical Forest Alliance

 Amazon Watch

About Primary & Secondary Forest 
 Primary forests

 

 

 Secondary forest

Key Findings of Global Forest Watch 
 

o 
o 

 

 

 

 
 
 

India and Global Forest Watch 
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Threats faced by tropical Primary Forest 
 Deforestation

 
 Illegal logging

 Climate change

 Infrastructure development

 Agricultural expansion:

 Mining

Way Forward 
 

 

 

 

Genetically modified insects 
News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect 
 

 

 

PEPPER IT WITH 
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Bioeconomy in India 
 

 
 

 

Issues pertaining to the latest guidelines 
Latest Guideline Issue 

The guidelines note that Genetically 
Engineered (GE) insects are becoming 
globally available and are intended to 
help Indian researchers navigate 
regulatory requirements.  

 

 

The guidelines apply only to research and 
are not to confined trials or deployment, 
disease alleviation. 

 

The guidelines offer standard operating 
procedures for GE mosquitoes, crop 
pests, and beneficial insects. 

 
 

 

Potential benefits and risks regarding Genetically Engineered Organisms (GEO) 
Dimension Potential Benefits Associated Risks 

Food 
Production 
and Security 

 Increased Crop Yield

 Enhanced Nutritional Content

 Extended Shelf Life

 Adaptation to Climate Change

 

 

 

 

 

Environment  Reduced Pesticide Use: 

  
 Conservation of Biodiversity: 
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Biodiversity  Preservation of Endangered Species

 Restoration of Ecosystems

 

 

 
Disease 
Alleviation 

 Medical Advancements

 Disease Resistance

 

 

Employment   Biotechnology Industry  

 
Way Forward 

 

 

 

Deep Sea Mining 
News Excerpt  

Pre-Connect 
 

 

 

 

PEPPER IT WITH 
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o 
About Deep Sea Mining 

 
 

o Extracting metals from polymetallic nodules on abyssal plains

o Stripping cobalt crusts from seamounts

o Extracting polymetallic sulphides from hydrothermal vents

Positive outcomes 
 

 Decarbonized Industries

o 

 Climate Change Mitigation

 Resource Efficiency and Circular Economy
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o 

 

Implications 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion

Summer Monsoon in India 
News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect
 

 
 

 

 

 

Reasons for Delay in Monsoon 
 Cyclone

 

 

PEPPER IT WITH 
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 El Nino

 Weak Pressure System

Monsoon and Cyclogenesis  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Other factors affecting the Indian monsoon  

Indian Monsoon and the Role of jet streams  
 
 

 

 STJ then breaks

 

 
 

Impacts of Summer Monsoon 
 Extreme weather events in South Asia: 

 Extreme spatial variation: 

 Decrease in rice production: 

Prohibitory Orders in Flood Prone areas 
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 Floods and droughts: 
Conclusion  

Indian Ocean Dipole  
News Excerpt 

About 
 
 

Phase Impact 
Positive Phase 

 In the positive phase of the IOD, the western Indian 
Ocean, particularly the waters near the Arabian Sea, 
becomes significantly warmer than usual, while the 
eastern Indian Ocean, around the Indonesian region, 
becomes cooler.  

 This temperature gradient creates an atmospheric 
pressure difference, leading to changes in 
atmospheric circulation patterns. 

 

 

 

Negative Phase 
 Conversely, in the negative phase of the IOD, the 
temperature gradient between the western and 
eastern Indian Ocean is reduced, and sea surface 
temperatures in the eastern part of the ocean 
become warmer, while the western part becomes 
cooler. 

 

 

Neutral phase 
 The neutral phase of the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) 
refers to a situation when sea surface temperatures 
in the western and eastern parts of the Indian Ocean 
are neither significantly warmer nor cooler than 
average.  

 During the neutral phase, the temperature gradient 
between the two regions is relatively weak or non-
existent, resulting in a near-balanced state.  

 In this state, there is no substantial influence of the 
IOD on the atmospheric pressure difference and, 
consequently, on the atmospheric circulation 
patterns. 

 

 

 

IOD, EL Nino and La Nina 
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Flash floods 
News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect 
 

 

About Flash Floods 
 

 

 

Reasons  
 

 

 

Way Forward 
 

 

Landslides in India  
News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect  
Landslide-Prone Areas

 

PEPPER IT WITH 

PEPPER IT WITH 
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Reasons responsible for landslides 
 Geology and Slope

 Excessive Rainfall

 Melting Snow

 Seismic Activity

 Volcanism

 Anthropogenic

 River and Coastal Erosion

 Groundwater Seepage

 Mining operations

Impacts 

Way Forward 
 

 

 

National Landslide Susceptibility Mapping  
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
Chandrayaan-3 

News Excerpt

Pre-Connect 
Chandrayaan-1

 
 

 

Chandrayaan-2: 

 

About Chandrayaan-3 

 
India’s first 

soft landing on moon. 
 

coordinated by ESA and NASA. 
Main components of Chandrayaan-3 

 Lander

. 
 Rover: 

 
 Propulsion Module

The mission objectives of Chandrayaan-3 mission 
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Exploring the Lunar South Pole 
 Chandrayaan-3 would be the first to land at the Lunar South Pole

 

AI-Powered Moon Mission 

Key capabilities of the Pragyan Rover:  
o motion technology

o 

Impacts 
 

.
o 

 
o 

 

 

Way forward

Antimicrobial resistance: A global multifaceted phenomenon 
News Excerpt 
Antimicrobial resistance 

Pre-Connect 
 

 The Indian Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Antimicrobial Resistance: A global multifaceted phenomenon 

Lunar South Pole

Other missions of India similar to 
 Indian Human Spaceflight Programme

 Shukrayaan 

 Mars Orbiter Mission

 Aditya-L1
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o 

How Antimicrobial Resistance Happens 

Antimicrobial Resistance Challenge in India: 
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o 
o 
o 
o 
 
 

Various Programmes initiated by Govt. of India 
 National action plan on containment of 

Antimicrobial Resistance (NAP-AMR)-

 AMR Surveillance Network-

 AMR Research & International Collaboration

Initiatives: To increase awareness about 
antibiotics misuse 
 The Indian Council of Medical Research 

(ICMR),

 Drugs Controller General of India

Way forward

 

Guillain-Barré Syndrome
News Excerpt 

About Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS) 

o Acute Inflammatory Demyelinating Polyneuropathy 

Global Measures on AMR 
Global Action Plan to tackle AMR:

WHO launched the Global Antimicrobial Resistance 
and Use Surveillance System (GLASS)

 It is a standardized approach 
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o Landry’s Ascending Paralysis 
Causes of GBS 
 

o 

Autoimmune trigger

 Risk factors
 Vaccinations:

Treatments of GBS 
:  

Intravenous immunoglobulin (IVIG).
 

 
 

Plasma exchange (plasmapheresis) 

o 

Variants of GBS 
 Acute Inflammatory Demyelinating 

Polyneuropathy
 Acute Motor Axonal Neuropathy (AMAN) -
 Acute Motor Sensory Axonal Neuropathy (AMSAN)

 Miller Fisher Syndrome
India’s stand

Way forward 
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Dark Matter 
News Excerpt

Pre-Connect 
 

 

 

 

 It is thought to consist of three types of 
substance: 

About Dark Matter 

dark matter. 
o 

o 

o 

About Dark Energy 
 

 
 

Other Conceivable Theory of Dark Energy 

Importance of Dark Energy 

Cosmic Microwave Background 
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Various experiments on dark 
enery and matter: 
LUX-ZEPLIN (LZ): 

XENON1T:

Way forward

 

Newborn genome-sequencing  
News Excerpt

Pre-Connect 
Genome India: Cataloguing the Genetic Variation in Indians’

.  
About Genomes Sequencing  

. 
Determining the order of bases is called 
sequencing. 

 

Targeted sequencing

whole exome or whole genome sequencing

About Genes and Genomes 
o Gene: 

o Genomes: 

Newborn genome sequencing  

 Cataloguing the Genetic Variation in Indians’ project: 
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Way forward 

Quantum supercomputer 
News Excerpt

Pre-Connect 

Understanding Quantum Computing 
Quantum Computing 

 
 

chemical engineering, material 
science, drug discovery, financial portfolio optimization, and machine 
learning.

Characteristics 
 

 

 
 

 It is an early diagnosis and treatment for more babies with genetic 
conditions. 

 It enables better outcomes and quality of life for babies and their families. 
 Significant number of diseases can be treated or managed effectively. 
 It Paves the way for proactive health decisions as well as an informed          

future. 

Potential benefits 

Potential harm
s 

What is a Qubit? 
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Need of Quantum super computers 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 secure communication, disaster management, computing, 
simulation, chemistry, healthcare, cryptography and imaging among others. 

Government Initiatives on Quantum computing: 
 National Quantum Mission - 

 National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical Systems (NM-ICPS) -
. 

 The Quantum Frontier mission of the PM-STIAC: 
 

Way forward  

 

Telegram Bots  
News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect 

What are bots?                                                                         

  
o  
 What are Telegram bots? 

o 
o 

o 

Quantum technology  

 Quantum entanglement
 Quantum superposition 
 Quantum tunnelling. 
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Threats from Malicious bots 

Major Privacy concerns about Chatbots 
 

 

 

 

Protection measures 
 

 
 
 
 

Way forward 
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SECURITY 
Changing Pattern of Chinese Mobilisation 

News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect 
China’s NDMOs 
 establishing NDMOs

o 

 stated functions
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

 

New Reserve Personnel Law 
 

 

 new 
Reserve Personnel Law.  

 
 under the People’s Liberation Army (PLA).  
 

 This law addresses

Significance of these Reforms 
 Region-Specific Personnel

 Ensure Fluent Supply

 Familiarisation with the Region

 Strengthens Armed Force

 Faster integration

Structure and Mandate of Chinese Defence 
Mobilisation 

 National Defence Mobilisation 
Commission (NDMC)

o 
(MRDMCs) 

 
local-

level mobilisation

 
recruit and manage
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Criticism of these Reforms 
 Resource Constraints

 Inconsistent Reforms

 Overlapping of Work

 Ambiguity Over Defence Spending

Implications for India and the World 
 Border Tensions

clashes 
in Galwan valley

 Global Military Balance
South 

Korea
 Diplomatic Relations

 Further Regional Power Shift

 Regional Stability

Way Forward 
 Strengthening Defence Capabilities

 Diplomatic Engagement
Working Mechanism for Consultation 

and Coordination
 Regional Cooperation Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation (SCO), Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC),

 Arms Control and Disarmament non-proliferation 
efforts

 Economic Cooperation

o supply chain resilience

 track two diplomacy

 People-to-people exchanges

Chinese Reserve Service Personnel 
 

registered for
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

 combat-
readiness

 directly transferred
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India’s Defence Dependency 
News Excerpt 

Pre-Connect 
 world’s largest arms importer

Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 
data

 provisions 
for joint manufacture

 Russia 

 second-largest arms supplier

 
62 combat aircraft and four submarines

Challenges 
 Decreasing over-reliance on Russia
 Gap with China

 Delayed Russian Supply
o Sukhoi Su-30 MKI 

and MiG-29 jet
o S-400 air defence

 Drop in arms imports

 USA Policy Issues
o International Trafficking in Arms (ITAR) 

AUKUS deal to supply Australia

o US’s suspicions

Way Forward 
 Diversification of Imports

 Collaboration with friendly nations
QUAD alliance

India- US defence Deal 
 

o GE 
engines for fighter jets

o MQ-9B 
Sea Guardian drones

 

joint manufacturing in the future

 

 easing India’s access to 
military technologies
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 Promoting domestic defence industry

Make in India
 Enhancing research and development

 Public-private partnerships defence industrial corridors, 
iDEX, increase in FDI to 100%

 Export promotion
surpassed 16,000 crores
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ART & CULTURE 
Hul Diwas 

News Excerpt 
celebrated on June 30

Pre-Connect 
 Santal rebellion or ‘Hul’

 organised war against colonialism

 Led by brothers Sidhu and Kanhu

 
 Damin-i-Koh region 

Rajmahal Hills of 
eastern Jharkhand’s Sahibganj district. 

 

Santals 
 third largest tribal 

community

 not the original 
inhabitants
migrated from the Birbhum

 1770 famine in Bengal
 Permanent Settlement Act of 1793,

 Damin-i-Koh,

 migration was forced
Predatory money-lenders 

Reasons  
 Social Conditions extortions, 

oppressive extractions, forcible dispossession

o 
o 
o 

 Organisation and Leadership
o tribal councils

Accounts of the prisoners after the ‘Hul’
 Birsa Munda accounts

 Hul Document’

 judicial recording
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o Sidhu and Kanhu

 Potential Recruits
Significance 
 Indigenous Resistance

 Scale and Organization

 Symbol of Tribal Assertion

 Influence on Indian Nationalism

 Landmark Legal Case Santal Parganas Tenancy Act in 1855

 Cultural Impact

Lambani Craft 
News Excerpt 

G20 culture working group (CWG) Guinness world record

Pre-Connect 
 colourful threads, mirror-

work and stitch patterns
 several villages of Karnataka
 

 sustainable practice of patch-work

 embroidery traditions

Significance 
 Over 450 women artisans and cultural practitioners

 Threads of Unity’

 support the economic 
independence of women

 Culture for LiFE’
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Alluri Sitarama Raju 
News Excerpt 

long 125th birth anniversary celebration Alluri Sitarama Raju
Bhimavaram Andhra Pradesh

Pre-Connect 
Alluri Sitarama Raju 
 born on 04 July 1897
 sanyasi and a strong believer in justice

 

 age of 18
 tribals regarded him as a mystic

Evolution of Methods for Fighting Britishers  
 Gandhiji’s Non-cooperation 

movement

 not alleviate their suffering

 Rampa Rebellion
Manyam or Rampa Rebellion (1922-1924) 

 
Godavari district in Andhra Pradesh

 against the exploitative British policies

 ‘Podu’ system of cultivation

 The Madras Forest Act, 1882

 The rebellion

 
ideals of the non-cooperation movement and Swaraj

 guerilla warfare
martial law and punitive taxes 

 Raju 
surrendered

 07 May 1924, shot dead
end of his glorious fight

Significance 
 Unity and Integrity

 Empathy and Compassion

 Nishkama Karma
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 Armed Guerrilla Warfare

 Popular Folk Hero

Way Forward 
 125th birth anniversary 100th anniversary of Rampa Kranti

 Restoration of his birth place
spirit of Amrit Mahotsav. 

 spirit of ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’
 “Manyam Veerudu” (Hero of the Jungle).

 Sociologists and historians 
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CONTEMPORARY ETHICS CASE STUDIES 
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PHILOSOPHY OF THE MONTH 
The pursuit of perfection 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 Perfectionism vs. Excellence

Meditation: The Place of Peace 
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PT CONCATENATION 
Anthropocene epoch
Context - Crawford Lake in Canada’s Ontario

About -

 

 

 

 six eons, epochs, eras, periods, epochs and 
ages

 
o 

 Criteria -
principle of 

faunal succession

LINK IT WITH-
 
Bastille day 
Context -
About-

 

 

Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité” (Liberty, Equality, Fraternity
 Fête de la Fédération

 Why Bastille-

 Events/terms related to it

 
LINK IT WITH -

Cluster munitions 
Context- 

About- is a bomb
 high dud rate
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 Humanitarian issues-

 

 convention banning
US, Russia and 

Ukraine haven’t signed
LINK IT WITH -

Total area sown under pulses 
Context -

17.9% lower
About-

23% below 26.2%
30.9% surplus of 155.4%

 
long duration

 Moong urad short-duration

 

 Positives of Arhar-

LINK IT WITH -

Carbon capturing 
Context-

About-
 

 

Issues-

LINK IT WITH -

CMV and ToMV: mosaic virus 
Context- CMV and ToMV:

About-
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Regions Affected-

Sources of spreading of virus -

 can spread through human touch

 
Measures for controlling the virus –

 

LINK IT WITH

GIFT NIFTY 
Context -
About-

 dollar-denominated

 

 
 GIFT Nifty 50, GIFT 

Nifty Bank, GIFT Nifty Financial Services and GIFT Nifty IT derivatives contract. 
Benefits-

 

 

 
LINK IT WITH -

Carbon molecule in Orion Nebula 
 Context- methyl cation

 About-

 

 
Its 

presence in space tells us that basic building blocks for life are out there.
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LINK IT WITH-

Low frequency Gravitational Waves 
Context-
About-

Theory of Relativity
 2015

How were low-frequency gravitational waves detected? -
pulsars

cosmic clocks
 

 

gravitational wave background
What are gravitational waves? -

Gravitational waves and electromagnetic waves -  
 

 
 
 

What is space Time –

LINK IT WITH -

Wagner Group 
Context-

About- 

Areas of operation-
Reason for Mutiny-
How the Mutiny Ended-

Implications –
 Political-
 Economic -

LINK IT WITH -
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Shifting in Earth’s Axis 
Context -
About -

4.36 cm per year towards the east
Study: -

 

 
outsized impact

 

 

 

Static Info -

 
polar motion

 
LINK IT WITH -

Vilnius Summit 
Context-

Background -

o 

About- NATO-
 

 
 31 member
 HQ:

LINK IT WITH -

Current account Deficit 
Context-

About -

o 
‘twin deficits
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Data-

Reasons for Decline
 

 
 

Implications –
 

 

LINK IT WITH -

Bald Eagle 
Context-
About-
Causes of decline-

o 
o 

o 

o 

o 
Measures taken-
Indian Context- DDT diclofenac
LINK IT WITH -
 
Meira Paibis 
Context-

About-

o 

Formation-
Objectives-

o 

LINK IT WITH -
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Children and armed conflict 
Context-

About- India has not been named

Concerns-
 

 

 

 
Measures taken-
Articles-

o 
o 
o 

o 
o 

LINK IT WITH - 

Energy Transition Index 
Context-
Finding of the Index- only major economy 

- WEF
 

 

 
o 
o 
o 

 

 Drawbacks-
About WEF -

o HQ-
o Other reports published by WEF-  

o 
o 
o 
o 

LINK IT WITH -
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National Maritime Heritage Complex (NMHC) 
Context-

About- NHMC-

 

 Republic of 
Portugal

Ministries involved-

About Lothal-
o oldest man-made dockyard, over 5000 years old

LINK IT WITH -

Bharat 6G Alliance (B6GA) 
Context-
About-

o 

o Objective of B6GA

 Leading Industry standards:

o Associated Ministry-
o Funding-

About 6G-
 Speed -
 
 Uses-
 

LINK IT WITH -

Entamoeba Moshkovskii 
Context- 
About-

more than half
Concern-

o 



CURRENT CONNECT- JULY- 23   
 

 

www.ksgindia.com 
DELHI VN: 9717380832 &DELHI ORN: 9811293743 | JAIPUR: 8290800441 | PATNA: 7463950774| RANCHI: 9939982007 | BHOPAL: 7509975361| 

INDORE: 7314977441 | BENGALURU: 7619166663 | HYDERABAD: 79960 66663 | IMPHAL: 9650245599 | SRINAGAR: 98712 35599| MUMBAI: 9871265599| 

o caused by
o 

o 

o 

LINK IT WITH-

Cicada species 
Context-
About-
New findings-

LINK IT WITH-

Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy 
Context-

About- only male children
 

 no adverse reaction without 
side effects

Static info- Dystrophin

o 

LINK IT WITH-  

Phosphine Gas in Venus Atmosphere 
Context-
About-

 
Other possibilities - biosignature

LINK IT WITH -

SAGAR SAMPARK 
Context-
About-

 

o 
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o Improved Accuracy -

o Ministry-
LINK IT WITH-

Shelf Clouds 
Context-
About- Arcus cloud

o 

o 
o don’t cause 
o 

Formation: 
 

 

Arcus Clouds-

o 
LINK IT WITH-

Naegieria Fowleri  
Context-

About-  
swimming pools

 only
 
 Naegieria Fowleri nasal cavity

primary amebic meningoencephalitis (PAM)
 

 doesn’t

LINK IT WITH-

Radio Collars 
Context-
Background- suspected septicaemia
About-

 
o Additional weight- 
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o 
five times 18 

times
o 

o 

o 
 

 
 

o According to MoEF&CC -

LINK IT WITH-

Designation of Senior Advocates 
Context- new guidelines
About-

o 

o 

o minimum age

Historical Background - 
 
 2017 judgment- Indira Jaising case, 2017

o 

o 2018 Guidelines-

 No minimum age prescribed
2023- New Guidelines-

 Committee

 Members of Committee-

LINK IT WITH-

BIMSTEC Foreign Ministers Meet 
Context- First ever

About- Bangkok Declaration
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o 

o 

o six 
sectors

o 

o India focuses on security, along with counter-terrorism and 
transnational crime, disaster management and energy. 

LINK IT WITH-
 
Black Sea Grain Deal 
Context-
About-

 

Mediated by-
Odesa, Chornomorsk and Pivdennyi (Yuzhny)

o 32 million tonnes
o Reason for withdrawal-

o 

LINK IT WITH-

CPTPP - Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership 
Context-
About- CPTPP-

 Provisions-

o 

o 

o 
LINK IT WITH-

Hwasong 18 
Context-
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About-
75th anniversary

 Why Solid Fuel-  
o 
o 

 
 

LINK IT WITH-

DAC- Defence Acquisition Council (D-DAC) 
Context-

About-
 
 Headed by -
 

 Scorpene Class Submarine-

o 

o 

 

 

 2 nuclear-powered submarines (SSBMs) of the Arihant class
 Rafale Marine Fighter jets- 

o 

 

LINK IT WITH-

Dark Stars 
About-

Inconclusive
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 Dark matter

LINK IT WITH-

Linking UPI 
Context-

About-
 

 

o 
 

 

 Positives-

 export

 imported
 
 India’s third largest trading partner and second-largest export destination
 
 

LINK IT WITH-

1st GSI Survey of Siachen 
About - Geological Survey of India

Objective-

History- Karachi ceasefire 
agreement Shimla Agreement

 

 Operation Meghdoot 1984 -
Relevance in present-

LINK IT WITH-

Picolinic Acid 
Context-
About-
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Terms - Endocytosis-
How it works-

 

 
flaviviruses Zika Japanese encephalitis

 did not have much effect on non-enveloped viruses, like rotavirus and coxsackievirus.
Other benefits -
LINK IT WITH-
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MAP CONNECT 

PLACES IN NEWS-INDIA 
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MAP CONNECT-WORLD 

o 
 

o 
 

o 

 

 

o 

o 

o 
 

o 
 

o  

 
 

o 

o 
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DATA OF THE MONTH 
Flood and Landslides in India 
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THEMATIC ESSAYS  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SCAN THIS QR TO 
GET ANSWER 
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CONCEPT CLEARING ASSIGNMENT  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PT Oriented Questions 

1. Consider the following Articles:

2. Consider the following provision:

3. Which of the following act require a candidate to 
furnish information on whether She/he is accused 
of any offense with imprisonment of two years or 
any pending cases in which charges have been 
framed and whether they have been convicted for 
one year or more?
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4. Consider the following statements: 
Statement-I:

Statement-II:

5. Consider the following Pairs: 
Article Subject Matter 

6. Consider the following statements regarding 
Central Drugs Standard Control Organization 
(CDSCO):

7. The global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) 
is released by which of the following?

8. Consider the following statements: 
Statement-I:

Statement-II:

9. Consider the following statements regarding Open 
Market Sale Scheme:

10. Consider the following statements regarding 
Tropical rainforests:

11. With reference to Lambani craft, which one of the 
following statements is correct?

12. Consider the following statements:
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13.  Consider the following pairs:
Hydrogen Type Description 

14. Consider the following statements regarding 
International Seabed Authority (ISA):

15. Consider the following statements regarding bot:

16. Consider the following statements regarding dark 
matter:

17. The Vilnius Summit, recently seen in news is 
associated with.

18. Consider the following statements: 

19. Consider the following statements regarding 
picolinic acid:

20. Consider the following statements regarding 
Defence Acquisition Council (DAC):

21. The ‘Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement 
for Trans-Pacific Partnership’ (CPTPP) is a trade 
pact among which of the following countries?

22. The term “Meira Paibis” sometimes found in news, 
refers to
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23. Which of the following reports are published by 
World Economic Forum?

24. Consider the following statements regarding Jet 
Streams:

25. “SAGAR SAMPARK” refers to

26. With reference to ancient South India, Korkai, 
Poompuhar and Muchiri were well known as (UPSC 
2023)

27. Consider the following organizations/bodies in 
India: (UPSC 2023)

28. With reference to anti-defection law in India, 
consider the following statements: (UPSC 2022)

29. "System of Rice Intensification" of cultivation, in 
which alternate wetting and drying of rice fields is 
practised, results in: (UPSC 2022)

30. Gandikota canyon of South India was created by 
which one of the following rivers. (UPSC 2022)

Answer Key 
1.  D 
2.  A 
3.  B 
4.  A 
5.  D 
6.  A 
7.  C 
8.  C 
9.  D 
10.  B 

11.  C 
12. C 
13.  D 
14.  B 
15.  C 
16.  C 
17.  B 
18. B 
19.  C 
20.  A 

21.  D 
22.  A 
23.  D 
24.  C 
25.  A 
26.  B 
27.  A 
28.  B 
29. D 
30.  C
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